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OAU Ad Hoc Meeting on Chad-Libya Postponed 
AB201257 Paris AFP in French 1201 GMT 20 Jan 88 


{Text} Libreville, 20 Jan (AFP)}—The meeting of the 
heads of state of the OAU ad hoc committee on the 
Chad-Libya conflict, due to take place in Dakar, has 
been postponed to next April, Gabonese head of state 
Omar Bongo, who is also chairman of this committee, 
announced today in Libreville. In a statement to the 
press, Mr Bongo said that the meeting, which was 
initially scheduled to take place from 3 to 5 february, had 
been postponed due to the elections in Senegal (in 
February). With this issue, nothing must be done hap- 
hazardly* [no opening quote as received], Mr Bongo 
added. He remains hopeful for a peaceful solution to this 
border conflict. 


The experts of the ad hoc committee (composed of six 
countries) have been meeting since last week in Libre- 
ville and regularly consulting Chadian and Libyan 
observers present in the Gabonese capital on the docu- 
ments that the two sides gave to the committee. 


Africa Fund Management Committee Holds Meeting 
AB190632 Dakar PANA in French 1221 GMT 
18 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] Brazzavile, 18 Jan (ACI/PANA}—Congolese 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Minister Antoine 
Ndinga-Oba called yesterday in Brazzaville (Congo) on 
nonaligned and all countries to abolish without delay 
apartheid and its harmful effects. Closing the meeting of 
the management committee of the “Africa Fund” for 
resistance against invasion, colonialism, and apartheid 
which was held in the Congolese capital from 14 to 16 
January, Minister Ndinga-Oba explained thai this deci- 
sive solution for the eradication of the racist Pretoria 
regime will lead to the establishment of the needed 
atmosphere of peace, national reconciliation, and justice 
for the building of a developed and economically sound 
“South Africa.” [passage omitted] 


According to the Congolese minister, the multifaceted 
assistance to be given [words indistinct] liberation can- 
not, whatever its quality, replace the need for a compre- 
hensive solution in South Africa unless the acts of 
aggression and destabilization against both the peoples 
of South Africa and the independence of Namibia are 
stopped. According to Mr Ndinga-Oba, the year 1988 
must be the year of significant progress ir. the search for 
appropriate solutions to the “South African problem.” 
He then expressed his satisfaction with the realization of 
the objectives of the “Africa Fund” for assistance to the 
countries of southern Africa who have fallen victim to 
apartheid. 


USSR To Assist Frontline States 
AB18&1603 Dakar PANA in French 1303 GMT 
18 Jan 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 18 Jan (ACI/PANA)—The Soviet 
Union will provide about 65 million rubles as a grant to 
all the Frontlines States, which are the beneficiaries of 
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the “Africa Funds” set up to free them from South 
African oppression. This aid, which will be essentially 
given in kind, involves the provision of technical assis- 
tance to the Frontline States for the training of young 
cadres and the creation of three vocational and technical 
training centers. The facilities will help in the training of 
about 1,200 skilled workers in various sectors of the 
economies of the countries in the subregion. On the 
other hand, the Soviet Union will, before the end of 
1988, send 800 experts: to Angola (420), Mozambique 
(265), Tanzania (60), Zambia (35), and 20 others to 
Zimbabwe (10) and Botswana (10). It was learned that in 
1987, the USSR provided Mozambique with various 
grants worth 5 million rubles because, it is said, of the 
peculiar situation of this country in the subregion. 


The USSR, whose major concern is the total liberation of 
Africa, took part as an honored guest in the 14 to 16 
January meeting of the management committee in Braz- 
zaville. In order to help accelerate the implementation of 
the major priorities set by the funds, the Soviet Union 
has suggested including its projects in the fields of 
priority actions as defined by the committee. It must be 
recalled that [words indistinct] CFA francs were given in 
March 1987 to the Congolese Government as contribu- 
tion from the employees of the USSR Embassy to Congo. 


10th CEPGL Summits Ends in Bujumbura 17 Jan 
EA171815 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 17 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] The 10th summit of the CEPGL [Economic 
Community of the Countries of the Great Lakes] has 
ended in Bujumbura at the Palais des Congres of Kigobe. 
The ciosing ceremony started shortly before 1130. The 
three heads of state of the community attended the 
opening and closing of this annual summit conference 
and held talks in camera; and the results of these talks are 
both fruitful and significant as regards the CEPGL’S 
future. 


The opening speech at the 10th summit was delivered by 
the outgoing chairman of the community, Major Pierre 
Buyoya, chairman of the Military Committee for 
National Salvation [CMSN] and president of the Repub- 
lic of Burundi. The report he delivered was highly 
appreciated by the Rwandan and Zairian presidents— 
namely, Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, president 
and founder of the National Revolutionary Movement 
for Development and president of the Republic of 
Rwanda: and Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku Ngbendu 
Wa Za Banga, president founder of the Popular move- 
ment of the Revolution and president of the Republic of 
Zaire. The first ladies of the three countries were also 
present. 


To come back to the report delivered by President 
Buyoya at Kigobe last night, the Burundian head of state 
presented a realistic image of the community. Nothing 
will be the same again. Maj Buyoya described the com- 
munity’s failures and successes for the last year. In fact, 


FBIS-AFR-88-001 
21 January 1988 


there 1s no longer anything the CEPGL brothers can hide 
from each other. The speech was broadcast live over 
Burundi Radio and TV, thus you know its contents. 


The same kind of atmosphere prevailed during the state 
banquet hosted by the Burundian presidential couple 
yesterday in honor of the Zairian and Rwandan presi- 
dential couples. 


Late this morning the three presidents held a fruitful 
meeting during which they discussed the past, the 
present, and the future of the community. This brings us 
to talking about the official closing of the 10th summit of 
the CEPGL, which took place at the Kigobe Palais Des 
Congres this morning. [passage omitted] 


Mr Antoine Nduwayo, the community’s secretary gener- 
al, read the joint communique. Regarding the commu- 
nique, we will just say that the three heads of state 
expressed their strong determination to promote, first 
the policy of goodneighborliness, through dialogue and 
consultation, and then to promote the CEPGL. From 
now on, nothing will be like it was before. The CEPGL 
executive secretariat and the specialized organs of the 
community will be revived. 


At the end of this 10th summit of the CEPGL, Maj Gen 
Juvenal Habyarimana was elected the new chairman of 
the community’s conference of heads of state for 1988. 
Also, Mrs Ekila Liyonda, the Zairian state commissioner 
for foreign affairs and international cooperation, was 
appointed the new chairman of the CEPGL’S council of 
ministers and state commissioners for the 1988 fiscal 
year. [passage omitted] 


Joint Communique Issued 
F.4A172149 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 17 Jan 88 


{From report on the i0th CEPGL summit meeting held 
in Bujumbura] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted on introductory remarks; 
report on remarks by representative of the OAU secre- 
tary general] Without further ado, let us listen to Antoine 
Nduwayo, the executive secretary of the CEPGL [Eco- 
nomic Community of the Countries of the Great Lakes], 
reading for us the joint communique issued at the closing 
of the community's summit: 


[Begin recording] At the invitation of Major Pierre 
Buyoya, chairman of the Military Committee for 
National Salvation [CMSN] and president of the Repub- 
lic of Burundi and current chairman of the CEPGL’S 
Conference of Heads of State, the 10th ordinary meeting 
of the heads of state of the CEPGL was held at Bujum- 
bura from 16 to 17 January 1988. 


Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, president of the 
Republic of Rwanda and founding chairman of the 
National Revolutionary Movement for Development 


nw 
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[{MRND]; and Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku 
Ngbendu Wa Za Banga, founding chairman of the Pop- 
ular Movement of the Revolution [MPR] and president 
of the Republic of Zaire, attended the summit proceed- 
ings. 


The heads cf state listened with particular attention to 
the report of the current chairman of the community’s 
conference of the heads of state of the CEPGL, in which 
he made a full analysis of the achievements realized 
during his term of office in political, economic, juridical, 
social, and cultural sectors. 


At the end of the proceedings, the following decisions 
were made: 


The heads of state reiterated their commitment to revive 
all the activities of the CEPGL and its specialized 
organs, and once again reaffirmed their unwavering 
attachment to the policy of goodneighborliness as an 
essential and indispensable factor for the preservation of 
peace, security, and stability in the subregion. 


In this respect, they agreed that any aggression or any 
subversive activity against a member country of the 
community would provoke an immediate reaction from 
the two others. The heads of state reiterated their firm 
determination to do everything in their power to enable 
the community and its specialized agencies to realize 
their programs without hindrance. 


The conference voted on the budget of the community 
for fiscal year 1988 and fixed it to the total of 1,756,387 
units of account, of which 1,714,374 units of account is 
for the ordinary budget and 42,013 units of account for 
the equipment budget. 


The conference adopted the program of activities and 
the timetable of meetings for fiscal year 1988. 


In accordance with Article 21 of the 20 September 1976 
action by the CEPGL relating to the appointment of the 
executive secretary and assistant executive secretaries, 
the conference decided to renew the mandate of the 
current staff for a new 4-year mandate. 


Regarding the EGL [electrification of the Great Lakes 
countries], concerning whether to retain or dimiss the 
technical specialized commissions, the heads of state 
decided to retain these commissions. However, they 
asked the Permanent Executive Secretariat to carry out 
Studies on ways of eliminating duplication of work by the 
above commissions, the [words indistinct] meetings and 
those of experts which prepare the meetings of ministers 
and state commissioners. 


After an exchange of information on progress towards 
the ratification of the agreement on the free circulation 
of peoples, goods, services, capital and the right of 
settlement, the heads of state noted that the member 
states which have not yet done so would ratify it scon. 
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In scientific and technological spheres, the heads of state 
approved a program of cooperation based on six seis of 
themes relating to pharmacology, energy, food technol- 
ogy, pedology, and fertilisation, the [word indistinct] and 
health sectors. 


The neads of state asked the member countries to 
introduce information on the CEPGL into their educa- 
tional programs to familiarize people with its structures, 
objectives, and achievements. 


The heads of state decided to give the CEPGL Agricul- 
tural and Zootechnical Research Institute sufficient 
infrastructure, the maximum cost of which was fixed at 
200 million Burundi francs. 


Concerning the infrastructures of the BDEGL [Develop- 
ment Bank of the CEPGL], the conference approved the 
decision of the general assembly of that specialized body 
to look for funds to finance the construction of its 
headquarters at a cost of 2 million units of account. 


On the creation of a CEPGL preferential tariff for 
original industrial products, the conference decided to 
postpone the signing of the related protocol until the 
next summit in order to enable the member states to 
study the matter in depth. 


In the telecommunications sector, the conference 
charged the permanent Executive Secretariat with 
undertaking the necessary action to acquire financing for 
telephone links for the following towns: Bujumbura- 
Uvira; Bukavu-Cyangugu; and Goma-Gisenyi. 


The three heads of state widely discussed current inter- 
national problems. In this respect, they expressed in 
particular their great concern over the continued deteri- 
oration of exchange rates, aggravated by the debt crisis 
which is shaking the African Continent. They conse- 
quently expressed their adherence to the urgent call 
issued by ine extraordinary meeting of the OAU heads of 
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state and of government in Addis Ababa of 30 Novem- 
ber-| December 1987. In this regard, they reiterated 
their support for the urgent calling of an international 
conference aimed at facilitating constructive dialogue 
between Africa and its creditors from the developed 
world and international institutions. 


Concerning apartheid, the three heads of state strongly 
reaffirmed their condemnation of the racist and anach- 
ronistic regime of South Africa, whose policy and behav- 
ior constitute a permanent threat to peace in Africa, in 
defiance of international public opinion. The three heads 
of state again denounced the delaying tactics of the 
barbaric Pretoria regime which aim at delaying Nami- 
bian independence under SWAPO leadership in accor- 
dance with UN Resolution 435. 


At the end of their consultations, the heads of state 
elected Maj Gen Juvenal Habyarimana, president of the 
Republic of Rwanda and founding chairman of the 
MRND., as the new chairman of the community’s con- 
ference of heads of state for fiscal year 1988. [applause] 
They also approved the appointment of Ekila Liyonda, 
state commissioner for foreign affairs and international 
cooperation of the Republic of Zaire, as the new chair- 
man of the CEPGL’S Council of Ministers and state 
Commissioners for the same period [applause]. 


Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku Ngbendu Wa Za 
Banga, founding president of the MPR and president of 
the Republic of Zaire, and Maj Gen Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, founding chairman of the MRND and president 
of the Republic of Rwanda, expressed their thanks to 
Maj Pierre Buyoya, chairman of the CMSN and presi- 
dent of the Republic of Burundi and to the Burundian 
people as a whole for the warm and genuinely African 
welcome extended to them and their respective delega- 
tions throughout their stay in Burundi. 


Signed in Bujumbura on 17 January 1988. 


Thank you. [applause] [end recording] 
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Cameroon 


AIDS Said To Spread Rapidly in Provinces 
AB201804 Dakar PANA in English 1730 GMT 
20 Jan 88 


[Text] Yaounde, 20 Jan (CAMNEWS/PANA)}—Twenty- 
nine out of the 47 patients suffering from the acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) disease in 
Yaounde have died, an AIDS specialist told Radio 
Cameroon. Professor Monie Lobe told the radio that the 
disease had spread rapidly in other provinces. She did 
not indicate the incidence of the disease in the urban 
areas, but blamed the behaviour of certain sero-positive 
individuals who continued to have sexual relations with- 
Out protecting themselves or their partners. This has 
prompted the Ministry of Health to launch a massive 
sensitisation campaign to educate the population on 
measures to avert the disease. 


Gabon 


Finance Minister Returns From Trip to France 
AB201539 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Jean-Pierre Lemboumba-Lepandou, the Gabo- 
nese minister of finance, budget, and participations, 
returned home yesterday from Paris where he was on a 
special mission. He was sent there to meet with the 
French authorities by the six heads of state of the 
Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa after 
the summit of that organization which took place in 
Libreville on 8 January. In addition to his meeting with 
French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac and President 
Francois Mitterrand, Minister Lemboumba-Lepandou, 
as the current chairman of the Bank of Central African 
States, also held a working session with French Finance 
Minister Edouard Balladur. The session was mainly 
devoted to the monetary adjustment measures the mem- 
ber states will start implementing early next month to 
supplement the economic and financial recovery pro- 
grams undertaken by each of the six countries. 
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Zaire 


Court Action Against Opposition Leader Suspended 
AB201239 Paris AFP in French 1041 GMT 20 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Kinshasa, 20 Jan (AFP)}—The judicial inquiry 
that was opened against Tshisekedi wa Mulumba. one of 
the leaders of the Union for Democracy and Social 
Progress (UDPS, an unofficial Zairian opposition party), 
who was arrested on Sunday [17 January] in Kinshasa, 
has been suspended while awaiting a psychiatric report, 
it was learned today from official sources in the Zairian 
capital. 


Tshisekedi wa Mulumba was arrested on Sunday in the 
company of many other people while he was trying to 
hold a rally on Kasa-Vubu Bridge (center of Kinshasa) 
organized by the UDPS. Following this arrest, the Zai- 
rian authorities announced his impending appearance 
before the state security tribunal for “threatening public 
security and order.” 


Stating that since his arrest, Mr Tshisekedi “has been in 
a state of a violent and alarming agitation, spending the 
greater part of his time uttering at the top of his voice 
coarse insults at President Mobutu,” the authorities said 
that the opponent would be examined by a medical team 
from the Kinshasa neuro-psycho-pathological center. 


The same source affirms that during his first appearance 
on Sunday before the [word indistinct] court, Tshisekedi 
stated: “I shall be president of the Republic within a 
month. I have no accounts to render to anybody.” 


Several people who were arrested on Sunday have 
already been freed, it was further learned from reliable 
sources. 


Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, who had ieft Kinshasa last July 
for “health reasons,” returned to the Zairian capital on 8 
January after visiting Europe, United States, and Canada. 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Receives Egyptian, Libyan Officials 
EA190036 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 18 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received messages from ieaders of two countries 
and held discussions with a high-ranking Japanese For- 
eign Ministry official. The Ethiopian news agency palace 
reporter, Asefa Seyoum, has the following report: 


{Asefa] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE, and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, today received a message from the leader 
of the Republic of Egypt, President Husni Mubarak. In a 
ceremony heid at the State Council, President Husni 
Mubarak’s message was delivered to the comrade secre- 
tary general by Safwat al-Sharif, the Egyptian informa- 
tion minister. 


In another development, Comrade President Mengistu 
today met and held discussions wi’) the director general 
of the Middle East and African Affairs Bureau in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, (Takashi Onda). In 
a ceremony held at the comrade president’s special office 
at the State Council, (Takashi Onda) said that during his 
current tour of the PDRE he was able to better under- 
stand the conditions in Ethiopia. For his part, Comrade 
Mengistu said that it is his strong conviction that the 
strong relations of the peoples of Japan and Ethiopia are 
based on mutual interest and understanding in line with 
the foreign policy of the PDRE. 


Similarly, Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received a message from the leader of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriyah, Brother Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi. In 
a ceremony at his State Council special office the mes- 
sage of the Libyan leader was delivered to the comrade 
secretary general by Dr Rajab Abu Dabbus, secretary of 
information and culture. The message from the Libyan 
leader centered on bilateral issues between the PDRE 
and the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. 


Present at the ceremony when Comrade President 
Mengistu received (Takashi Onda) and the Libyan lead- 
er’s message, were Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of 
the WPE Central Committee Political Bureau and for- 
eign minister, and ambassadors of the two countries. 


Kenya 


Cooperation Agreement Signed With Romania 
EA162322 Nairobi KNA in English 1330 GMT 
16 Jan 88 


[Text] Nairobi, 16 Jan—Kenya might soon establish its 
own garment industry based upon locally manufactured 
fabrics after Kenya and Romania experts carry out 
necessary study for the realisation of the project. This 
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was among a number of prospects arrived at the end of 
the first session of the Romanian-Kenyan Joint Commit- 
tee for Economic and Technical Cooperation which has 
been going on since the 10th of this month. 


According to an agreement signed this morning between 
the Kenyan and the Romanian governments, the latter 
will send a delegation of experts to Kenya to carry out a 
feasibility study within two months. The agreement 
covered cooperation in agriculture, industry and trade 
exchanges between the two sides. 


Delegates from both sides agreed to encourage compa- 
nies in their respective countries to participate in the 
international trade fairs in Romania and Kenya for a 
better promotion of their exports. 


Romania agreed to consider Kenya's request for equip- 
ment and technology for the timber promotion unit at 
Ngong where eucalyptus fence posts and rural bridges 
were made. Romania at the request of Kenya will deliver 
50 tractors for testing under local conditions and if 
found suitable experts would work out the possibility of 
building an assembling [as received] line here. Romania 
also expressed readiness to cooperate in bee-keeping, 
pouliry production, rabbit breeding and fattening, fruit 
tree and vineyard production and other agricultural 
projects. 


The agreement was signed this morning at KICC [expan- 
sion unknown] by the leader of the Kenyan delegation, 
the minister for industry, Mr Robert Ouko, and on the 
Romanian side to sign was the vice chairman of the 
Romanian State planning Department, Dr. lon Ceause- 
scu, also the leader of the group. 


Romania will consider a request by Kenya to train 
graduate and post-graduate experts in the field of mining 
and communicate its decision early in the year. 


In two month’s time Kenya will know whether it could 
Start a sheet glass factory after discussion of experts from 
both sides meet soon. 


The second session of the joint committee on the eco- 
nomic and technical cooperation will take place in 
Bucharest in September this year. 


The Romanian delegation has been in the country since 
the ninth of this month and have held trade discussions 
with a number of Kenyan leaders which included the 
president. The 17 delegates have visited Webuye paper 
mills, Muhoroni sugar factory and Raymond textiles 
mills. 
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Somalia 


Rebel Radio Reports on Recent Congress 
EA202131 (Clandestine) Voice of Western Somali 
and Abo Liberation Fronts in Somali 0930 GMT 20 
Jan 88 


[Text] [Unidentified announcer] Now, listeners, wel- 
come to a special program on the closing of the fourth 
congress, the reelection of WSLF officials, and the WSLF 
Constitution for the next 5 years. 


The fourth WSLF Congress closed yesterday [words 
indistinct}. Fighter Shaykh Abdi Nasir Shaykh Adan 
won a second 5-year term as secretary general of the 
front. The Central Committee, composed of 55 mem- 
bers, was also elected. The Constitution of the Front was 
also read. (Abdullahi Gorod), on behalf of the organizing 
committee, read excerpts from: the Constitution. The 
excerpts he read included [words indistinct]. 


[ Begin (Gorod) recording] [Words indistinct] the Consti- 
tution was made part of it. As I said, the Constitution is 
the source of laws in western Somalia, including the 
penal code and civil [words indistinct]. Since the last two 
congresses, the objective realities have changed, as they 
do every 4 or 5 years—as the whole world knows—and 
therefore some of the articles have deen dropped. For 
example, Article 3 concerns land. There is a need for 
collective approval of the borders of western Somalia. 
Therefore, it was said that the area of western Somalia is 
650.000 sq km. To the east it borders the SDR, to the 
north the Republic of Djibouti, to the west Ethiopia, and 
the big Awash Valley [as heard], as defined by 6 degrees 
latitude and 38 to 48 deg: ees longitude. To the south it 
borders the NFD [the northern frontier district]. 


About |0 million people live in western Somalia. Article 
4 is on the people. The people of western Somalia are 
African, Arab, and Muslim. 


Article 9 is on the objective. [Words indistinct] and 
peaceful coexistence of the peoples of the world, espe- 
cially our friends, instead of saying peaceful coexistence 
with our neighbors, because Ethiopia is one of our 
neighbors and we cannot live peacefully with Ethiopia. 
This has been opposed by our Constitution since Ethio- 
pia refused self-determination for the people of western 
Somalia and we decided to confront it with an armed 
struggle. 


The appointment and sacking of bureau chairmen and 
their deputies. [sentence as heard] 2. [Word indistinct] 
the powers and responsibilities of the bureau. The 
extraordinary meeting of the Central Committee. 


4. [As heard] When a member of the Central Committee 
dies [word indistinct] or retires because of old age and so 
on, the secretary general cz fill the vacant post with the 
advice of the Executive Committee and the Central 
Committee of the WSLF. 
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Article 41 was previously on the Committee for Justice 
and Religious Affairs, which now becomes the Bureau 
for Justice and Religious Affairs, responsible for the lega! 
and religious affairs of the front. [sentence indistinct] 


The congress elects the secretary general and 50 mem- 
bers, 51 [as heard] total. The congress will be held once 
every 5 years. The congress can be postponed if serious 
problems arise. 


The nomination of the WSLF secretary general. After 
seeing Article 20 of the WSLF Constitution, hearing the 
proposals of the leaders preseni at the fourth congress of 
delegates, seeing that there was no other candidate, and 
after evaluating the achievements since the last congress 
and prospects for the future, after seeing that he fulfilled 
the constitutional conditions required for the post, the 
organizing committee nominated the great struggler 
fighter Shaykh Abdi Nasir as WSLF secretary general. 
[applause] 


I call on the other delegates to raise their hands once 
again in constitutional approval. Thank you very much. 


The nomination of the Central Committee members 
[words indistinct] according to Article 20 of the Consti- 
tu.on. The chairman of the organizing committee, 
speaking on behalf of the congress after witnessing the 
election of the secretary general and the Central Com- 
mittee members before the congress, in view of Article 
20 confirms [words indistinct] as of today Shaykh Abdi 
Nasir Shaykh Adan. The others are legal members of the 
Central Committee. We hope they will discharge their 
duties properly. 


Shaykh Abdi Nasir Shaykh Adan, the WSLF secretary 
general, and 55 Central Committee members were sworn 
in before the congress [words indistinct]. [end recording} 


Uganda 


NRC Passes 1987 Finance Bill; Road Tax Imposed 
FEA200956 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] The National Resistance Council, NRC, has 
passed the finance bill of 1987 after amending various 
tax laws and introducing a new tax, the road user's tax. 
The bill amended the income tax decree of 1974, the 
sales tax act of 1970, the finance decree of 1972, and the 
East African Customs and Transfer Tax and Excise 
Management (?Act). 


The bill also introduced a road user's tax so as to increase 
the amount of resource flows to the government and the 
supply of goods and services. The alternations also 
involved certain taxes znd duties, including the amend- 
ments to some laws related to various acts and decrees. 
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Angola 
Further Reportage on Battle for Cuito Cuanavale 


SADF Reportedly Bombing Town 
MB201442 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT20 Jan 88 


[Text] South African troops have reportedly got Angolan 
and Cuban troops trapped in southern Angola. Western 
diplomats say the SADF is bombing the strategically 
important town of Cuito Cuanavale. They say the troops 
trapped there are on the verge of giving in. 


Reports from Lisbon and Maputo say the fight for the 
town has become a major battle in which the Cuban Air 
Force has become involved. There has been no comment 
yet from the SADF. 


Cuban Planes Said Involved 
AU 201507 Paris AFP in English 1459 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Lisbon, Jan 20 (AFP)}—Cuban warplanes bombed 
South African forces in the south-east Angolan province 
of Cuando Cubango last Friday to come to the aid of 
beleaguered Angolan troops, the Mozambican news 
agency AIM reported Wednesday. 


The Cuban planes bombed South African long-range 
artillery positions that had been attacking government 
troops in the strategic town of Cuito Cuanavale for 
several days, the agency said in a report from Luanda 
monitored here. 


AIM said it was the first time Cuban aircraft had come 
directly into conflict with South African forces fighting 
in southern Angola. 


About 160 Cuban troops are stationed at Cuito Cuana- 
vale, according to a Cuban source quoted by the agency. 


Cuito Cuanavale is the Angolan Government's most 
advanced position in its conflict with the rebel Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), whose 
headquarters is at Jamba, close to the border with 
Namibia. 


Cuban Army Said Advancing 
MB201628 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] While fighting has been continuing for the strate- 
gic town of Cuito Cuanavale in southeastern Angola, the 
question is who is being involved. UNITA rebels say it's 
them. The Angolans say South African forces are at the 
front. Well, now the director of the Mozambique news 
agency, Carlos Cardoso, who was in Angola last month 
and is still in touch with Luanda, said a Cuban aircraft 
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intervened on Friday and attacked South African posi- 
trons at Cuito Cuanavale. On the line to Maputo. Mark 
Doyle asked Carlos Cardoso what information he had: 


[Begin recording} [Cardoso] The report that we carried 
(?said) that Cuban warplanes intervened on Friday 
against South Africa-held positions south of Curto Cua- 
navale. in the region cf Cuito Cuanavale. both against 
the frontguard [as heard] positions of the South Afncan 
Army, as well as rearguard positicns. Also. that a Cuban 
source told our agency that two Cubans had recently died 
in Cuito Cuanavale among a group of 150 military who 
were in Cuito Cuanavale. Three are said to have disap- 
peared, they think. The reports also said that the Cuban 
Army, I mean the land forces, were now moving toward 
Cuito Cuanavale. Also, that the South African shelling of 
Cuito Cuanavaile had increased to about 170 to 200 
shells per day against Cuito Cuanavale in the last week. 
Shells of GS and G6 and the long-distance range artillery 
the South Africans have been using. [sentence as heard] 


[Doyle] Now, UNITA has said that it 1s actually they 
who are fighting against the Angolans. against the 
Cubans at Cuito Cuanavale. What do your sources say 
about UNITA’s involvemeni in that area” 


[Cardoso] Well, the sources say that UNITA, there are 
some UNITA units which are sort of involved with the 
South African Defense Force and with the South-West 
Africa Territory Force. But [words indistinct], all the 
sources that we have and all the diplomats in Luanda 
when I was there, never said... [pauses] I (?couldn’t) hear 
from anyone saying that UNITA possessed G5’s or G6 
artillery. or the Kentron, or the Valkyrie. UNITA does 
not have that sort of equipment. So, | don’t think that 
the attacks on Cuito Cuanavale could in any way be 
atiributed to UNITA, though UNITA units are part of 
the battalions that the South Africans have created in 
Angola. 


[Doyle] How about the danger now of a direct clash 
between Cuban troops and South African troops? Is a 
large scale direct clash a possibility now” 


{Cardoso} Well. if my sources are correct. and I believe 
that they are, there were direct clasnes by the [words 
indistinct] air force attacked South African positions. 
Also, earlier on we had reports and our agency put them 
out, that the Cuban reconnaissance un’ts had clashed 
with the South Africans in small clashes, not big ones, in 
Cunene Province. While in Luanda, and I think that is a 
very important element also, a top military commander 
of the Angolz.n Army told me that the Angolans were 
ready to move the Cuban Army south of parailel 16. 
[words indistinct] the railway line, to which they have 
withdrawn following the agreement in 1984, the Lusaka 
understanding between Angola and South Africa. So, we 
have in fact all these elements showing the possibility of 
a later Cuban involvement against the South African 
Army if the South African Army continues to hit Angola. 
[end recording} 
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BBC Reports on Fighting 
WB210815 London BBC World Service in English 
0709 GMT 21 Jan 88 


{From the “24 Hours” program] 


[Text] There has been heavy fighting around the strate- 
g:cally important town of Cuito Cuanavale, in southeast- 
ern Angola. Government troops supported by Soviet 
advisers and Cuban soldiers are reported cut off. and the 
town 1s said to be on the point of capture by UNITA 
rebel forces and as many as 6,000 South African troops, 
this despite the Cuban Air Force bombing South African 
positions. 


So far, Pretoria ("has) neither confirmed nor denied the 
reports, so Nick Worrall asked Tony Allan Mills, corre- 
spondent in Johannesburg for the newspaper THE 
INDEPENDENT. for the latest news: 


[Begin recording] {Mills} The indications from Angolan 
and Mozambican reports are that the town of Cuito 
Cuanavale is under siege and that South African-backed 
forces are about to take it over, routing the Angolan 
Government forces. As to what weight we can attach to 
these reports, past experience suggests that they may well 
be exaggerated, but it 1s unlikely that they are completely 
fictitious. We must assume a fairly serious battle is going 
on 


[Worrall] Just outline for us again, would you please, the 
Strategic significance of Cuito Cuanavale. 


[Mills] Well. it’s a major Air Force base for the Angolan 
Government, and its Cuban and Russian supporters. It is 
from Cuito Cuanavale that many of the air raids into 
territory controlled by the UNITA rebels have been 
mounted. If South African-backed forces were to take 
over Cuito Cuanavale, it would amount to a major 
setback for the Angolan Government. 


[Worrall] So there 1s every reason why the Angolans 
should defend it heavily. Can one believe these reports 
that the Cuban Air Force is involved helping the Ango- 
lans’ 


{Mills} | would suspect that if a major battle was going on 
at Cuito Cuanavale. then certainly the Cuban Air Force 
would be involved. It would be very surprising if they 
weren't. I thir’ that in terms of the long term strategic 
objectives of both sides, Cuito Cuanavale must be 
regarded as a sort of...[pauses] really as a key place and 
the Angolans and Cubans will defend it to the hilt. 


[Worrall] Now, the South African Air Force presumably 
can defend itself, but have the South Africans deployed 
the Air Force, do you know, in this siege of Cuito 
Cuanavale” 
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[Mills] Well, of course, this 1s one of the great mysteries 
and it must be said that the South Africans have yet to 
admit that they have got a single man fighting anywhere 
near Cuito Cuanavale. The latest South African position 
was that troops that they admitted were inside Angola 
were actually withdrawn before Christmas. Of course. 
most military analysts believe that some size South 
Afmecan force was in Angola all along and that since the 
New Year. substantial reinforcements have been sent in 
from the South \frican side. but we must stress that this 
is Stull ~veculaiion. Pretoria has yet to give its version. 
fend recording:] 


Army Tallies 1987 7th Military Region War Effort 
MB201327 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] More than 92.’ UNITA soldiers were killed by the 
national defense and security forces in the 7th Military 
Region in 1987. The 7th Military Region is formed by 
Benguela and Cuanza Sul Provinces. 


In these operations, FAPLA captured war materiel 
including 320 infantry weapons, 25,554 rounds of 
ammunition of various calibers, 76 antipersonnel mines. 
23 antitank mines, 68 assurted shells, 275 clips, and 138 
grenades. 


A source with the political leadership of the 7th Military 
Region, said FAPLA freed 2.919 civilians from the 
murderers’ clutches, and 1,785 others surrendered vol- 
untarily to Angolan authorities under terms of the clem- 
ency and national harmony policy introduced bv the 
MPLA-Labor Party, the revolutionary vanguard of the 


people. 


Lesotho 


Information Minister Cited on Military Rule 
MB210753 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Aftica” program presented by 
Julian Marshall] 


[Text] Lesotho has today been marking the second 
anniversary of the coup which brought Ma:or General 
Lekhanya to power. The coup ended more than 20 years 
of rule by Prime Minister Chief Leabua Jonathan, who 
brooked no opposition after suspending the country’s 
constitution. 


Soon after taking over, Maj Gen Lekhanya pledged to 
return Lesotho to civilian rule once peace had been 
restored. He also said that he would leave no stone 
unturned in the hunt for the killers of two former cabinet 
ministers who died in mysterious circumstances, but 
there have been no open moves toward civilian rule and 
in his second anniversary speech today, May Gen Lek- 
hanya made no mention of it. 


FBIS-AFR-88-013 
21 January 1988 


On the line to Maseru, | asked Information Minister 
Vincent Malebo wh-n it was going to happen. 


[Begin recording] [Malebo] We had thought that we were 
going to have a good time 20 years ago. when we went 
into independence under civilian rule, but it was not. It 
was nol easy. and 11 1s going to happen when 11 has been 
properly prepared for. There is no point in trying to rush 
us into a thing which 1s as delicate as we have seen in the 
past 20 years. The fact that [words indistinct] no men- 
tion, can only be construed to mean that he 1s seriously 
preparing the way for that return. and | think people 
must be patient. They must wait to be told when that 
time comes. 


[Marshall] Will there be a role for opposition politicians 
in this unspecified future political framework for Leso- 
tho? They seem to have had a bit of a rough time over the 
last couple of years. 


[Malebo] Politicians had 20 years of confusion. They had 
20 years to themselves. I think politicians have to to 
learn that when they are given an opportunity to exercise 
their night as politicians, they have got to do so wisely. 


[Marshall] Forgive me for saying so. Mr Malebo. but 1 
does look as if Lesotho is in for a fairly long spell of 
military rule. 


[Malebo] Let me tell you: We will not go out and lie to 
the world. I think we must be allowed the time to decide 
with our own people. and | think Basotho owe it to 
themselves, all of them. to ensure that after this (hour) 
peace will reign permanently in this country, and this 
country will remain united, and the development of this 
country will become a key issue, an important issue for 
all its future. 


[Marshall] Hov. 1s the search going for the killers of Mr 
Desmond Sixishe and Mr Vincent Makhele, two former 
cabinet ministers? May Gen Lekhanya said he would 
leave no stone unturned in searching for their killers. 


[Malebo] That 1s a matier for the police. This country has 
a police system which may not have been the best of 
systems inside the 20 years of the political rule, but we 
are leaving it to them to deal with the matter. 


[Marshall] But the people of Lesotho cannot really be 
sleeping very easily at night knowing that the killers of 
two former cabinet ministers are stil! at large? 


[Malebo] Let me tell you, you have to hear it from 
Basotho. If a Mosotho 1s asked why it is that he is fat. he 
says why shouldn’; | be fat? I can sleep .t nighi. ! was not 
abie to do so inside the past 20 years. That is what you 
will get in this country, and I am inviting you to come to 
hear it. 


[Marshall] You can assure me then tha’ there is no 
cover-up” 
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[Malebo] There can be no cover-up in matters like this 
fo a rece dan 1 
jenc recorcing) 


Lekhanya Proposes Armed Robbery Crackdown 
VWB201254 Maseru Domestic Service in Enelish 
1130 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] His excellency. the chairman of the military 
council and council of ministers, Mayor General Me'sing 
Lekhanya. says that the government is still concerned 
with the incidents of armed robbery: that i 1s consider- 
ing legisiation that would prohibit the granting of bail or 
an option of a fine by courts of law dealing with these 
Cases. 


The chairman said that his humble, but strong appeal to 
the judiciary 1s to deal with cases of this nature in a 
manner which would be a deterrent to others. Speaking 
in Maseru today on the occasion of the Army Day to 
mark the second anniversary of the coming into power of 
the military, the chairman said he was aware of the 
commendable efforts of Basotho in general to develop 
their lot in their respective villages and urged xhem to 
continue 


On the civil service and the teaching service. May Gen 
Lekhanya announced that newly improved salaries for 
the two services were tc be published soon, and s2id this 
was made in view of the high cost of living and not 
necessarily that government funds were adequate. He 
said substantial increases affected officers in the lower- 
pay bracket. 


May Gen Lekhanya expressed that he was. however. 
disappointed with the poor performance of certain mem- 
bers of the civil service. some of whom are highly 
qualified and warned that the government would not 
hesitate to dismuss them. He thanked and commended 
those that are trying their best in taeir various fields in 
the interest of the country and its people. 


On the question of establishment concern with commer- 
cial and economic development being in direct control of 
the foreigners, hv jaid the nationals are to bear the blame 
for not showing preparedness to shoulder this factor 
since it 1s they that Ileok after foreigners to run their 
business for them. He cited an example where’. many 
commercial establishments legally registered in te name 
of the nationals are supported or run by foreigners. 
which means ‘t is the foreigner who owns the business 
Girectly. 


Thousands of people attended the celebration at the 
national stadium. The celebsation featured military 
parade, choral singing. and traditional dances by the 
Armed Forces 
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Mozambique 


PRC Delegation Donates Tools, Clothing 


WBISIS10 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 18 Jan 88 


[Text] At the Frelimo Party Central Committee head- 
quarters in Maputo today, the CPC handed the Frelimo 
Party a donation valued at 39,400,000 meticals, includ- 
ing agricultural tools, clothing, and hygiene articles. The 
donation was handed to Bonifacio Gruveta, head of the 
Department for Mass Democratic Organizations, by 
Jiang Guanghua, deputy director of the Iniernational 
Liaison Department. 


Praises Economic Progress 
4B 191843 Maputo Domestic Service in °ortuguese 
1730 GMT 19 Jan 88 


[Text] A group of Chinese agricultural technicians will 
arrive in Mozambique in February. Together with our 
country’s agriculture minisiry officials they will assess 
the assistance that can be given the agricultural family 
sector in Mozambique. This was disclosed by the head of 
the CPC friendship delegation at a press conference 
shortly before leaving for his country at the end of a 
6-day visit to Mozambique. Jiang Guanghua said his 
visit allowed him to observe, on the spot, the Mozambi- 
can people's effurts in national reconstruction. He added 
he was impressed with the results of the economic 
rehabilitation program. 


MINR Reportedly Release Portuguese Priest 
WB211142 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
lit) GMT 21 Jan 88 


[Text] A Portuguese priest who was kidnapped by South 
Africa's MNR terrorists in southern Mozambique nearly 
3 weeks ago. has been set free. The priest, Father 
Carvaiho e Silva, fell into the hands of the terrorists 
when they ambushed his car near the South African 
border. The priest said he had Seen forced to carry a 
l.eavy load on his head mn a 30-hour march, despite the 
tact the he was sick and in poor physical condition. 


Commentary Criticizes RSA ‘Cheek’, Cynicism 
VWB202045 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 20 Jan 88 

journalist 


[Commentary by Radio Mozambique 


Machade da Graca] 


[Texi] South Africa has a law against terrorism under 
which it has already hanged dozens of liberation mouve- 
ment militants. One would think a country with such a 
law wo 3d never resort to terrorist methods to achieve its 
political goals. However, to think that way would be a 
grave mistake 
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Throughout the years we have had countless eaamples of 
terrorism made in South Africa. [preceeding four words 
in English] However. it appears that as time goes by. the 
cheek of the Pretoria masters 1s growing nonstop. 


There have been mounting examples in the past few 
days. On 8 January, Jacob Malokwane,. an ANC militant, 
was murdered near Francistown, Botswana. On |! Jan- 
uary. a booby-trapped car exploded outside a Bulawayo 
house occupied by South African refugees. members of 
the ANC. It caused the death of two of the terrorists who 
were Carrying out the bomb attack. In Lusaka yesterday, 
yet another bomb attack sought to ki!l ANC Secretary 
General Alfred Nzo, and Treasurer ihomas Nkobi. 
Fortunately, the attempt failed. 


The arguments of the South African authorities that such 
attempts are the result of clashes between the ANC anc 
the South African Communist Party could make c 
laugh, had they not been monstrous crimes, coldly c 
mitted by men of ro principle, guided solely by ra 
fanaticism and a boundless reactionary outlook. Whai .. 
most astonishing is that the monthly income of those 
men comes from the same budget which pays the court 
judges who sentence ANC militants to death, accusing 
them of terrorism. 


Often words and names have a connotation which are 
both tragic and ridiculous. In South Africa, this ts 
notably evident. For instance, the most wiolent and 
aggrcssive armed forces of the whole region, who attack 
neighboring countries ‘n a contemptuous manner—wit- 
ness the current invasion of Angola—are ironically 
known as the South African Defense Force. A country 
which arms and leads the assassins of ANC members, 
and the armed bandits who terrorize (’the peoples} of 
Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe, and so on, seeks to 
present itself to the world as the champion of the struggle 
against terrorism. Indeed, one needs to be coldly cynical 
to claim just that. 


Namibia 


SWAPO Urges Resistance to Conscription 
MB211315 Dakar PANA in English 1210 GMT 21 Jan 88 


[Text] Luanda. 2! Jan (NAMPA/PANA)}—SWAPO has 
called upon the Namibian youth black and white to resist 
being conscripied into the South African army of occu- 
pation in Namibia and instead join the ranks of the 
liberation forces and fight for Namibia's independence. 


SWAPO secretary for information and publicity, Hipodo 
Hamutenya, said in Luanda Thursday thai Namibians 
have no moral or political obligation to fight for the 
perpetuation of colonialism in Namibia aod apartheid 
oppression in South Africa. 


Hamutenya was re. cting to reports from Namibia where 
young Namiubians who have received their conscription 
orders are refusing to be forced into South Africa's war 
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machine. He revealed that a group of Namibians last 
week refused to report themselves to the Walvis Bay base 
to be registered into the South African occupation army. 


The South African Army in Namibia has stepped up its 
annual conscription drive of thousands of young Nami- 
bians, some of who are still in school. 


Hamutenya said the racist South African Army has 
found it necessary [words indistinct] more blacks in its 
occupation and minimise the casualty rate of white 
soldiers. Blacks, he said, are now being sacrificed as 
cannon fodder in the continuing battles being fought in 
Namibia against the People’s Liberation Army of Nami- 
bia (PLAN)}—SWAPO’s military wing, and in Angola 
against the Angolan Armed Forces (FAPLA). 


“The reason for this stepped up conscription campaign Is 
the intensification of the war in Namibia and Pretoria’s 
increased ever-escalating military aggression against 
Angola as exemplified by its current attacks on Cuito 
Cuanavale in the south-eastern part of Angola,” Hamu- 
tenya said. 


The SWAPO official pointed out that the heavy casual- 
ties the South African Army has suffered in Namibia and 
Angola in recent months, and the mutinies by black 
soldiers of the so-cailed South-West Africa Territory 
Force (SWATF) refusing to go into battle, have necessi- 
tated the racist regime to step up the recruitment of 
Namibians into its army of occupation. 


The SWAPO secretary for information therefore 
appealed to young Namibians to take up arms and wage 
the struggle against apartheid colonialism and end for- 
eign domination and oppression in Namibia. 


“We are confident that in the months ahead many 
Namibians will wage the struggle of opposition to con- 
scription, that they will refuse to join the apartheid war 
machine and instead join PLAN in order to speed up the 
struggle for national liberation,” said Hamutenya. 


Republic Party Opposes ‘White Elections’ 
MB210705 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 
in English 19 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] Cabinet minister and Republic Party [RP] leader, 
Dirk Mudge, has called on all prospective white voters 
not to register for the proposed white election. 


“The RP will oppose the holding of ‘white’ elections with 
every means at its disposal,” he said in a statement 
released in Windhoek today. 


Mudge also warned that the future of the transitional 
government would be placed in jeopardy by “unneces- 
sary and meaningless party pol't‘-al conflict”. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


He requested his party followers not to commit them- 
selves as voters until “certain legal questions” concern- 
ing such an election had been answered. 


The Republican and DTA [Democratic Turnhalle] Party 
executives are 10 meet soon to discuss the issue and 
formulate their party’s line on ethnic elections. 


Mudge reiterated the RP’s stand against ethnic elections, 
saying that only regional and municipal elections were 
acceptable. 


Coming Out strongly against white elections as advo- 
cated by the National Party of South-West Africa, he 
said the interim government had unanimously voted 
against the holding of elections until a constitutional 
agreement had been reached. 


A white election would disrupt the present negotiation 
process which involved political parties, not ethnic 
groups, Mudge pointed out. 


Dialogue between parties, which should include SWAPO 
as a non-ethnic group, had also been supported by 
National Party minister, Jan de Wet. in his New Year 
address. 


Mudge said ethnic elections would inevitably result in 
racial conflict because “if the ‘whites’, who are made up 
of different language and cultural groups wish to elect 
their representatives by means of a collective election, 
can the ‘non-whites’ then be denied the same right.” 


Republic of South Africa 


Strauss Meets President Botha in Cape Town 
LD201720 Hamburg DPA in German 1515 GMT 20 
Jan 88 


[Excerpts] Cape Town (DPA)—The Bavarian prime 
minister, Franz-Josef Strauss, started political talks in 
Cape Town on Wednesday. The talks are supposed to 
contribute to an improvement in relations between the 
Republic of South Africa and neighboring Mozambique. 
The CSU [Christian Social Union] leader, who arrived 
on an FRG Air Force Boeing 707, was received by South 
African President Pieter Botha this afternoon. 


There are as yet no details about the talk at the historic 
Tuynhuys, the official seat of the president. “You have 
brought rain with you,” Botha said, smiling cheerfully 
after he shook hands with Strauss amid flashing cameras. 
[passage omitted] 


The Bavarian government chief had earlier met South 
African Foreign Minister Roelof Botha and other gov- 
ernment members for a detailed talk. There are no 
official statements available yet, but delegation sources 
reported that the regional conflict in southern Africa in 
general was discussed. The South African side had 
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explained their attitude to Mozambique and added that 
it was now up to the Marxist government in Maputo to 
accept the “hand of friendship profferred by us.” 


Departs for Maputo Visit 
MB211132 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1120 GMT 
21 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town, Jan 21 SAPA—Bavarian Prime Min- 
ister Mr Franz-Josef Strauss left for Maputo at midday 
today on the second leg of his diplomatic mission on 
behalf of the West German Government. 


During his 24-hour visit to Cape Town, Mr Strauss met 
the state president, Mr P W Botha, for talks lasting 
nearly two hours in between meetings with senior min- 
isters. 


Mr Strauss is due to meet Mozambican President Joa- 
quim Chissano before flying back to Pretoria tomorrow. 
He will also meet South African trade union and church 
groups, among others. 


Mr Strauss is expected to hold a press conference next 
Thursday before he leaves for a one-day visit to Namibia 
on his return to West Germany. 


New Transkei Government Officially Recognized 
MB201715 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1708 GMT 
20 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town, Jan 20, SAPA—South Africa today 
officially recognised the new government in Transkei. 


The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, met the Transkei 
President Chief Tutor Ndamase, at Tuynhuys this after- 
noon to discuss the recent military takeover in the 
territory, among other issues. 


In a statement after the meeting, Mr Botha said that 
during the discussion President Ndamase assured him 
his new government would honour all agreements and 
arrangements existing between the two countries. Presi- 
dent Ndamase also confirmed its commitment to effi- 
cient government and eradication of corruption in the 
public sector. 


Mr Botha said the government, through the Department 
of Foreign Affairs had been in constant communication 
with the new Transkei Government to get assurances 
concerning the continued safety of all South African 
citizens and the unhindered conduct of their daily busi- 
ness. 


“The necessary assurances were given and upheld.” Mr 
Botha said. “The South African Government is of the 
opinion that the position in Transkei has stabilised and 
that the new government is in effective control of all 
functions of government. 
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“The South African Government recognises Transkei as 
a sovereign independent state and, as it 1s in the interests 
of both countries and their peoples to continue the 
cooperation which has traditionally existed between 
them, will in future conduct its bilateral relations with 
the government of that country.” 


According to a statement which President Ndamase read 
to Mr Botha and the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, the reception of the present government by the 
people of Transkei “needs to be experienced to be 
believed.” 


He gave Mr Botha his assurance that his government was 
committed to regional deveiopment, peace and stability 
in the area. 


Focussing on the problem of poverty in Transkei, Pres- 
ident Ndamase appealed to the South African Govern- 
ment to assist the territory in reducing its unemployment 
rate. He said he feared that while the people of Transkei 
were Starving, the rest of South Africa might not rest 
peacefully. 


4 Die, 67 Injured in Mineworker Faction ‘Attack’ 
MB210916 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0913 GMT 
21 Jan 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Jan 21 SAPA—Four people were 
killed and 67 injured when over 400 mineworkers of 
Randfontein Estates gold mine launched an attack on 
150 fellow workers in a liquor outlet at the Cooke section 
Number 3 shaft hostel yesterday evening, a statement 
from JIC [Johannesburg Consolidated Investment] said 
today. 


“It is estimated that a group of some 400-500 employees, 
seemingly without provocation, launched an attack on 
approximately 150 employees who were tn the liquor 
outlet at that time,” the statement read. 


Of those injured, three are in serious condition in the 
Rand mutual hospital. All 67 of the injured have been 
hospitalised. 


The mine security had restored order at the mine and at 
the present moment the situation appeared to be calm, 
with no further injuries occurring as a result of the 
intervention, the statement said. 


At this stage, the effect on production could not be 
determined. 


President Refuses To Dismiss Ebrahim 
MB200705 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0638 GMT 
20 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town, Jan 20 SAPA—The state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha, has refused to dismiss Mr Carter Ebra- 
him as the minister of education and culture in the 
House of Representatives. 
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Mr Botha formally replied yesterday to the chairman of 
the House of Representatives Ministers Council, Mr 
Allan Hendrickse’s request for Mr Ebrahim to be dis- 
missed from his post. 


While the contents of his reply have not been released, it 
was reliably learnt that the request was rejected. 


Mr Hendrickse confirmed he had received a reply and 
said he would hold a press conference this morning. 


He would not say anything more about the reply till then. 
The party’s head committee would meet at 12.30 “to 
discuss the letter and the position of Mr Ebrahim”. 


A spokesman for Mr Botha said there was nothing to 
add. 


Mr Ebrahim said he had no further comment “beyond 
what I have already said’’. He is expected to be expelled 
from the party today. 


The Labour Party has rallied around Mr Hendrickse 
over the Ebrahim issue and the anticipated split in the 
party is not expected to be a serious threat to its position 
in the House. 


The Natal and Transvaal regions of the party have issued 
public statements of support for Mr Hendrickse and a 
dispute has arisen in the western Cape about whether the 
mandate Mr Ebrahim said he had obtained from the 
region was from a properly constituted meeting. 


Mr Nic Isaacs, MP for Bishop Lavis, is the only MP to 
have supported Mr Ebrahim, and the Labour Party 
leadership believes only five MP’s back Mr Ebrahim. 


Labour has the support of 76 of the 85 MP’s in the 
House. 


Heunis Comments on LP Walkout, Committee Action 
MB210630 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 21 Jan 88 


[Text] The minister of constitutional development and 
planning, Mr Chris Heunis, says the decision by the 
Labor Party [LP] to withdraw from the standing com- 
mittee on constitutional affairs will delay legislation 
which is important for the development of black prop- 
erty rights, among other things. The LP decided to 
withdraw from the committee in protest against the state 
president’s decision not to respond immediately to a 
request to dismiss Mr Carter Ebrahim from his post as 
minister of education and culture in the House of 
Representatives. 


The state president said that he first wanted to gauge 
how much support Mr Ebrahim enjoyed in the House 
before making a decision. Mr Heunis has been given 
permission by the speaker to continue with the work of 
the committee even though the walkout of LP members 
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has left him without a quorum. However, if the commit- 
tee Cannot continue its work because of the walkout, it 
will delay the granting of property rights to blacks. Mr 
Heunis said the government wanted to accelerate the 
process, and that the acceptance of the draft legislation 
for the development of black communities would enable 
it to eliminate or reduce red tape. 


The deputy leader of the LP, Mr Miley Richards, said in 
a statement last night that the party members in the 
Standing committee on constitutional affairs reyected Mr 
Heunis’ reaction to the walkout. He said Mr Heunis was 
trying to create the impression that the LP was delaying 
important property legislation for blacks, while the NP 
had had 40 years to see to the housing and other needs of 
blacks. Mr Richards said the party members on the 
committee had made it clear to Mr Heunis that the LP 
would not participate in the committee’s activities until 
what he called the present constitutional crisis had been 
resolved. 


The LP is to hold a special caucus meeting this afternoon 
to decide on Mr Carter Ebrahim’s continued member- 
ship of the party. The leader of the party, the Reverend 
Allan Hendrickse, says it will also be an opportunity to 
demonstrate the support Mr Ebrahim enjoys. 


Court Schedules Rajbansi Fraud Charge Hearing 
MB201308 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1215 GMT 
20 Jan 88 


[Text] Durban, Jan 20, SAPA—Accusations of top-level 
fraud made against Cabinet Minister Mr Amichand 
Rajbansi will be the subject of a court hearing next week 
involving several senior House of Delegates officials. 


Mr Pat Poovalingam, leader of the Progressive Reform 
Party, confirmed today that he had been subpoenaed as 
a witness at the hearing, and said he would be making 
available “all information” at his disposal to the court 
when he appears on January 25. He said he would not 
comment further as the matter was sub judice. 


The subpoena, issued under Section 205 (1) of the 
Criminal Procedures Act, is believed to have arisen from 
an incident in the House of Delegates in 1985 when Mr 
Poovalingam was ordered out of Parliament after mak- 
ing allegations of fraud against Mr Rajbansi. 


Mr Poovalingam refused to withdraw the allegations 
when called upon to do so by the speaker. Mr Rajbansi is 
said to have written to the advocate-general asking him 
to instruct Mr Poovalingam to substantiate his allega- 
tions. 


Heunis Outlines Self-Governing Territories Bill 
MB181210 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1203 GMT 
18 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 18 SAPA—The self-governing 
territories bill of 1988 was submitted to Parliament 
today. 
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The minister of constitutional development and plan- 
ning, Mr Chris Heunis, said in a statement that the bill 
gave “substance to the government’s broad constitu- 
tional framework regarding the self-governing territories. 


“The policy framework confirms that from a geograph- 
ical and constitutional point of view, the territories form 
part of the Republic of South Africa for as long as they 
do not accept the status of an independent state. 


“Therefore, the self-governing territories must be fully 
accommodated within the constitutional dispensation of 
the Republic. The latter has repeatedly been confirmed 
in government statements,” he said. 


Mr Heunis said clear provision had been made in the 
national council bill which was also submitted to Parlia- 
ment recently, for the participation of leaders of the 
self-governing territories in the planning of a new con- 
Stitutional dispensation, together with leaders of other 
communities. 


“The bill also gives substance to the government's policy 
of devolution of powers and decentralisation of func- 
tions,” he said. 


“The government is convinced that the democratic pro- 
cesses can thereby be made more accessible and real to 
the population. For this reason, the bill is aimed espe- 
cially at expanding the powers of the governments of the 
territories concerned, as the central government was 
indeed requested to do so by these governments. 


“A new method is used in the bill in respect of the 
demarcation of powers of the self-government territories 
by only determining those powers not entrusted to these 
territories,” he said. 


Excluded matters are functions normally dealt with by a 
central government such as military, foreign policy, and 
monetary and fiscal matters. 


“This method ts in contrast with the present constitution 
of the national states in terms of which the powers of the 
self-governing territories are gradually increased by the 
repeated transfer of new powers to these territories.” 


Mr Heunis said the territories also acquired in principle 
the following powers: 


The establishment of own government departments: 


The ability to enter into agreements with other govern- 
ments, with the approval of the minister of foreign 
affairs: 
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The raising of loans with the Development Bank of 
Southern Africa and the Land Bank, within an annually 
determined maximum; and, the entering into agree- 
ments with provincial authorities or the governments of 
other self-government territories in order to promote 
regional co-operations. 


The territories retained certain functions such as educa- 
tion, housing and tourism. 


Mr Heunis said devolution and decentralisation might 
cause differentiation in dealing with certain matters. 


“Considering the multi-cultural nature of our society, it 
is, however, imperative not to restrict differential devel- 
opment by the rigid enforcement of uniform standards 
and practices. The bill thus gives substance to the prin- 
ciple and ideal of diversity in unity. 


“The process followed with this bill confirms the gov- 
ernment’s policy that negotiation is essential to reform. 
During the past 20 months, the bill was discussed and 
negotiated with the cabinets of the self-governing terri- 
tories On at least three, and in some cases, even more 
occasions. 


‘Although consensus could not be reached on all aspects, 
numerous matters were resolved in a spirit of give and 
take,” Mr Heunis said. 


The bill represented “an important milestone” in the 
process of reform. 


CP Names Stofberg Financial Director 
MB201556 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Former general secretary of the Herstigte Nasio- 
nale Party [Reformed National Party], Mr Louis Stof- 
berg, has been appointed financial director of the Con- 
servative Party. Mr Stofberg resigned from the HNP at 
the end of last year and joined the CP early this year. He 
accepted his new post this week. 


Commentary Welcomes Foreign Tourism Resurgence 
MB201232 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Station commentary: “Tourism”’] 


[Text] The foreign tourist trade to South Africa is 
showing signs of recovery after the 2-year-long slump. 
This is good news for the country, not only from a 
foreign earnings point of view. but, more importantly, it 
affords large numbers of foreigners the opportunity of 
seeing and judging South Africa for themselves. 


Figures released by the Central Statistical Service say 
that foreign tourism to the country for the first 11 
months of last year was up 10.3 percent on 1986. This 
represents an increase of more than 57,000 tourists to 
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613,348 for the first 11 months. The estimated number 
of visitors to the end of December last year is 650.000. In 
1980, South Africa’s foreign tourist trade passed the 
700,000 mark for the first time, with 1984 reaching a 
record high of 792,387. An end to this influx came with 
a certain decline in 1985 of 8.2 percent, and a further 
decline in 1986 of 11.4 percent. This decline coincided 
with the prolonged period of revolutionary violence in 
the country, and resulted from international political 
perceptions about the situation. 


The value of the foreign tourist trade in South Africa, is 
in effect, that visitors to the country are struck by the 
difference between the reality of the South African 
situation, and how it is reflected in the outside world. 
The foreign media portrays South Africa as a country in 
flames, where a racist white minority was on the verge of 
being overthrown by an oppressed black majority. 
Hardly any attempt was made to show that the unrest 
was unleashed by revolutionaries, precisely at the time 
when unprecedented political and constitutional reforms 
were taking place in the country. There is no understand- 
ing of the fact that South Africa’s black population 
comprises 10 different nations, and that their different 
ways, traditions, together with those of the whites, col- 
ored people, and Asians, had to be accommodated in a 
single political system, for which there is no model in the 
world. 


These are among the realities of South Africa’s complex 
situation, that foreign visitors will experience, enabling 
them to form more balanced views of the country. 


Commentary Urges Fidelity To Counter AIDS 
MB210534 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 21 Jan 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The acquired immune deficiency syndrome, more 
commonly known as AIDS, is spreading—-and spreading 
at an alarming rate. In 1979, when the World Health 
Organization first asked governments to report on AIDS, 
only two countries (the United States and Canada) 
confirmed the presence of the disease. Eight years later, 
in 1987, 125 countries reported that they had diagnosed 
cases of AIDS. Last month, the World Health Organiza- 
tion reported that about 150,000 people had AIDS— 
and, it said, another 150,000 would contract the disease 
this year, doubling the number of AIDS sufferers in a 
single year to 300,000. In addition, several million 
people are carriers of AIDS and, therefore, have the 
potential to infect others. 


The two countries most affected according to statistics 
reported to the World Health Organization are the 
United States with more than 49,000 cases, and France 
with more than 2,500 cases. 
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Closer to home, Uganda last year reported nearly 2,400 
cases—the highest incidence in Africa and the third 
highest in the world. In just 9 months last year the 
number of AIDS sufferers in Uganda trebled. In south- 
ern Africa, Zaire, Zambia, and Zimbabwe had 1,110 
cases between them by the end of last year. 


In South Africa, the first two AIDS cases were diagnosed 
in 1982. There were twice as many cases in 1983 and in 
the following year the number doubled again. In the four 
years between 1982 and 1986 the number of AIDS cases 
diagnosed in South Africa increased ten-fold. Today 
there are 98 AIDS sufferers in the country, and 10,000 
South Africans are believed to be carriers of this fatal 
disease. 


There is no cure for AIDS and it is unlikely that there 
will be a cure for many years, perhaps decades. 


What is South Africa to do about the AIDS pandemic? 
Short of policing a quarantine system, with the wide- 
spread implications that such action would have, the 
state’s contribution to the fight against AIDS can only be 
directed along three main avenues. 


Firstly, steps must be taken to curb the introductioa of 
new cases into South Africa, and last year it was 
announced that migrant workers would be screened 
before they would be allowed to work in the country. 
Secondly, there is a need to create awareness amongst the 
public at large of the causes of the disease and how best 
it can be prevented, and this week an information and 
advertising Campaign aimed at preventing the spread of 
AIDS was launched. Thirdly, apart from research on the 
disease, it is the state’s responsibility to provide diagnos- 
tic and treatment facilities, and these are available at 
state hospitals as well as through private medical practi- 
tioners. 


In the final analysis, however, the accelerating spread of 
AIDS will only be halted by a commitment by individual 
members of society to sexual morality and a rejection of 
promiscuity. 


Medical experts are generally in agreement that the only 
safe way of avoiding the dreaded disease is through 
fidelity, in and out of marriage. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 20 Jan 
MB210704 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0651 GMT 
21 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 21 SAPA—The following is the 
unrest report from the police division of public relations, 
Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 
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“At Ikageng (Potchefstroom) two black youths were 
arrested after an incident in which a school was stoned 
by a group of blacks. 


““At Hammersdale (Pmburg) arsonists caused extensive 
damage to a private house. 


“A black man and woman were sligitly injured. 


“At Mafakatini (Pmburg) a black woman was injured 
and property badly damaged when a group of blacks set 
a house alight and stoned two other dwellings. 


“On 1988-01-20 at about 18h10 faction fighting alleg- 
edly broke out at Cooke Mine, Westonaria. 


“At this stage, it appears as though three black men were 
killed and 45 others injured. 


“It is not known what sparked off the fighting. 


“(Note: This is not an unrest incident but is being 
reported by this office because of the seriousness of the 
clash.)” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 


MB210856 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN on Talks To Increase Pressure on RSA — 
“Since we have predicted that the imposition of more 
sanctions is likely this year, we are not surprised that 
eight Commonwealth foreign ministers—with the excep- 
tion of British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe— 
will meet in Lusaka in a fortnight to decide how to 
increase pressure on South Africa,” says Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 20 January in the page 6 
editorial. “Hitting South Africa is regarded as a way of 
salving consciences in the Western countries that are in 
the Committee of Eight, and a welcome diversion for the 
black African countries that are represented.” 


STAR on Reserve Bank and Interest Rates — A page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 
January says “the commercial banks have raised their 
rates without any Reserve Bank prompting, suggesting 
that the banking system has apparently usurped the 
Reserve Bank’s leadership role.” However, “by declining 
to raise the rate, the Reserve Bank is telling the market 
that it is not prudent for interest rates to rise any 
further.” “The authorities are clearly (and justifiably) 
concerned about the continuing high levels of unemploy- 
ment, the adverse impact of sanctions and the very real 
possibility of global recession. Sanctions and disinvest- 
ment are making themselves increasingly felt in the job 
arena and it is therefore patently obvious that economic 
policy must continue in an expansionary vein in order to 
buoy up the job market.” 
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BUSINESS DAY Notes ‘Realignments’ in Electorate — 
“President Botha—his behaviour becoming steadily 
more imperious as time goes by—is once again locked in 
battle with Allan Hendrickse who, also as time goes by, 
shows less and less inclination to live on his knees,” 
remarks the page 8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 21 January. “The dispute is an 
expression of wider conflict arising from realignments 
within (ironically) the white electorate.” BUSINESS 
DAY believes that the problem on P.W. Botha’s “right 
wing is magnified by a certain mushiness in his newly- 
won English support to the left of the party. There, too. 
a realignment is taking place which might, depending on 
the outcome, either strengthen or weaken the National 
Party’s verligte-[enlightened] reformist-liberal support.” 
The editorial s1ys “there is no better time to define a 
political stance based on the Western idea of liberty than 
when an authoritarian demi-god bestrides the stage; no 
better time to reassert faith in the common law than 
when government refuses to appoint a chief justice,” and 
“the best time to revive the idea of liberty is in the face 
of imminent totalitarianism.” 


CAPE TIMES Urges P.W. Botha To Dismiss Ebrahim 
— A page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
English on 19 January says: “In a bizarre twist of 
tricameral parliamentary politics President Botha has 
been asked to side with the Rev Allan Hendrickse, whose 
Labour Party is challenging Mr botha on the 1989 
elections, and dismiss Mr Carter Ebrahim, the minister 
of education and culture who backs Mr Botha’s wish to 
delay the ballot.” “Ironically, it is the confrontation 
between the Labour Party and the government over the 
Group Areas Act that has come closest to giving the 
tricameral system some credibility. Mr Botha should 
nurture that by telling Mr Ebrahim to go.” 


BURGER on Labor Party Dissension — A page 8 edito- 
rial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 19 
January says that “behind Allan Hendrickse’s demand 
that Carter Ebrahim should resign as member of the 
Ministers Council in the House of Representatives lurks 
more than just differences between two individuals.” 
“Whatever is decided concerning Ebrahim’s future, it is 
unlikely that the Labor Party’s problems will end there. 
This matter involves more than the attitude of an 
individual.” 


BEELD Questions Existence of Black Unity — Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 20 January says in a 
page 10 editorial that “the black-on-black violence is as 
old as the existence of the various black peoples and 
black power struggles in southern Africa. When it is 
sponsored by foreign imperialism, as is the case now, 
then it can only become worse. It is absurd for Chief 
Buthelezi to say that apartheid has severed black unity. 
What black unity?” 
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Zambia 


Soviet Union Plans Cultural Training Center 
MB201907 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] The Soviet Union announced today that it will 
establish a cultural training center in Zambia soon. 
Soviet ambassador to Zambia, Comrade Oleg Mirosh- 
kin, told a news conference that plans for setting up the 
center had reached an advanced stage and that the Soviet 
Government was waiting for details, such as location, so 
that construction work could start. 


The center, the ambassador said, will provide informa- 
tion in Zambia on Soviet culture, politics, economics, 
and other areas of interest to Zambians. Comrade 
Miroshkin also announced that a contract under the 
Soviet Union, which financed a feasibility study for the 
construction of a metallurgical plant, was signed recently 
by the two governments. 


Zimbabwe 


Further Reportage on Bulawayo Car Bomb Blast 


Police Arrest 17 
MB210930 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0916 GMT 
21 Jan 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Jan 21 SAPA—Zimbabwean 
police have confirmed for the first time that 17 people 
arrested in a massive security roundup earlier this week, 
are being held in connection with car bombings in the 
country, Capital Radio News reports. 


A police official said one person died in the Bulawayo 
car bomb blast 10 days ago outside an ANC refugee 
house, not two as originally reported. 


The police statement is the first on the arrests and the 
bomb blast. 


It comes as the number of arrests rose ‘rom 14 to 17. 


One of those being held is a former member of Zim- 
babwe’s central intelligence organisation. 


The police said the arrests had been made following the 
bomb blast at the refugee house and “other bombing 
incidents”. 


It is an apparent reference to the car bombing in Harare 
last year in which anti-apartheid activists Joan and 
Jeremy Brickhill had a miraculous escape from death. 


A police spokesman says he expects the |7 to be charged 
soon. 
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Bombing Condemned by Editorial 
MB201454 Harare THE HERALD in English 
13 Jan 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “Bulawayo Bomb” } 


[Text] All Zimbabwe recoils in horror at yet another 
terror bombing, bearing every halimark of a South 
African-engineered sabotage strike. 


Yet again, South African exiles are numbered among the 
victims. Yet again, mirroring last October’s Avondale 
shopping centre blast which left 17 injured, a car bomb 
was used. 


And there is sinister significance, too, the change of 
location from Harare, which has borne the brunt of 
previous bombings and attacks. When destabilisation is 
the name of the dirty game, what better tactic than to 
strike at the heart of Matabeleland so soon after the 
December 22 signing of the unity accord. 


It is also a familiar tactic. Simultaneous strikes on 
Harare, Lusaka and Gaborone in May 1986 helped 
sabotage the Commonwealth Eminent Persons’ initia- 
tive, while the Avondale bombing was aimed at unnerv- 
ing still further the waverers on apartheid at the Com- 
monwealth Conference in Vancouver. 


The hope behind the Bulawayo bombing would be to 
throw heavy suspicion on the strength of commitment to 
the accord. For unity is the very last thing South Africa 
wants: Not when disunity has provided such a fertile 
breeding ground for the assorted violence that has kept 
the region so long in turmoil. 


Violence is vital to Pretoria’s entire destabilisation strat- 
egy, of which the MNR incursions across the Mozambi- 
que border are another ingredient. With the accord 
signed and efforts to turn it into reality at all levels well 
in hand, Pretoria knows that its bandits will lose support 
on the ground and, therefore, their effectiveness as a 
second prong in the terror campaign. 


But they will not give up without a fight. And Bulawayo 
as well as other centres in Matabeleland must recognise 
that further urban terrorism is a real risk. 


We are convinced, however, that the latest outrage will 
rebound on the perpetrators by strengthening the peo- 
ple’s resolve to halt the terror. Unity must ultimately 
prevail 


Mugabe Appoints 2 to Restructured Ministries 
MB191707 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 19 Jan 88 


[Text] The president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has 
appointed two permanent secretaries of restructured 
government ministries. Dr Elijah Chanakira has been 
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appointed secretary for higher education, while Mr Ten- 
dai Bare becomes the permanent secretary of the Minis- 
try of Community and Cooperative Development and 
Women’s Affairs. 


Dr Chanakira was permanent secretary in the Ministry 
of Education, which has been (?split into) higher educa- 
tion and primary and secondary education. Comrade 
Bare was secretary for community development and 
women’s affairs, a ministry which has been expanded to 
include cooperative development. 


The statement issued :n Harare today says the secretary 
for primary and secondary education is yet to be 
announced. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Security Seen Requiring Emergency Extension 
MB201919 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Zimbabwe's House of Assembly meets tomorrow 
to extend the state of emergency for a further 6 months 
from Tuesday. The present state of emergency, last 
extended on 22 July last year, expires next Monday. The 
minister of home affairs, Comrade Moven Mahachi, is 
expected to move a motion calling for the extension. The 
secretary for home affairs, Comrade William Ntso- 
mondo, told ZIANA that the minister’s request for an 
extension is justified in the light of the present security 
situation. He noted that the security situation is still not 
right in the eastern border areas, in Matabeleland Prov- 
inces, and because of South Africa’s destabilization 
activities. 
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Burkina Faso 


Compaore Addresses Diplomatic Corps 16 Jan 
AB162154 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 16 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] As part of Burkina Faso’s open-door policy 
with all the countries in the world, the diplomatic corps 
accredited to our country at Sector 20 this morning 
expressed the unanimous satisfaction of their countries 
with the Popular Front’s policy. This took place during 
the presentation of greetings by the diplomatic corps to 
Captain Blaise Compaore, chairman of the Popular 
Front and head of state and government. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Replying to the various speeches, Capt Blaise Compaore, 
apart from dealing with the relations among states, 
stressed particularly the relations among the peoples who 
have feeling, fraternity, and friendship for one another 
because they aspire to true peace and happiness. 


[Begin recording] Your excellencies, Messrs ambassa- 
dors, in Our opinion, you represent in Burkina Faso not 
only your heads of state and government but also, and 
especially, your respective peoples. Your kind words for 
our people, their politica: leadership, and me, are the 
vivid demonstration of our common desire to strive for 
a better world of peace, fraternity, and progress. Howev- 
er, allow me to recall that our noble common objectives 
can be achieved only in respect for the principles that 
guarantee the coexistence among states and their respec- 
tive political systems, and different economic policies. 
Peace cannot be guaranteed if the rights of states and 
peoples are trampled on. In fact, the year just ended was 
(?very difficult) for peoples worldwide. The wars in the 
Middle East and in Latin America, the famine in Africa, 
the barbaric and racist aggression by the South African 
regime against the southern African peoples. the eco- 
nomic and social crisis, the monetary (?problems), the 
stock exchange crisis, and many other problems marked 
the daily life of the leaders and the peoples of our states. 


This is why we can only disapprove of and condemn all 
the imperialistic foreign interferences in Central Amer- 
ica and southern Africa, and more particularly, in Nica- 
ragua, Mozambique, and Angola, which are aimed at 
calling into question, through violence, the economic 
and political systems adopted freely by these peoples and 
their leaderships. Furthermore, we cannot keep silent on 
the Zionist and racist policies which, in the Middle East, 
have forced the Palestinian people to roam about with- 
out land or a homeland, and which, in South Africa, has 
opposed, with the most barbaric violence, the !egitimate 
rights of the black majority to take part in the political 
life of that country. 


Once again, we want to reaffirm our peoples and their 
revolution’s support for all people struggling for libea- 
tion and emancipation. We particularly hope the discus- 
sions on Chad launched by the OAU ad hoc committee 
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will result in a defintive political solution, acceptable 
and accepted by Libya and Chad. Peace today is 
demanded snore than ever by the peoples and each of our 
States must promote a policy to meet the people's 
demand. In this regard. we express satisfaction with the 
first step made by the two superpowers on the path of 
disarmament. May 1988 witness new initiatives and 
successes in this field! 


Your excellencies, toward the end of 1987, painful and 
tragic events occurved in Burkina Faso, which (?did not 
leave) the diplomatic community in our country indif- 
ferent. As revolutionary people, the Burkinabe have 
always succeeded and will succeed in assuming their 
responsibilities at decisive turning points of their history 
by taking up daily the challenge confronting them in 
building a better society. It is also this unflinching desire 
to consolidate their achievements that has enabled our 
people to organize the critical review of the 4 years of 
revolution, which has proved the need for the rectifica- 
tion process and its (?consequences). 


This critical review, the first point of the action program 
of the Popular Front, enabled Burkina Faso to begin 
1988 [word indistinct] with more serenity. Rejecting the 
useless aggressiveness that marked our policy in this 
sector in the past and the loss of our sovereignty, we 
remain confident in a mutually beneficial cooperation 
with all the peoples and countries which, like us, love 
peace, human dignity, liberty, and democratic values. 
We have implemented this new policy by our recent trip 
in the subregion. 


Your excellencies, ambassadors, representatives of inter- 
national and inter-African organizations: The Burkinabe 
people, who are proud of their recovered dignity, have 
strived consciously and determindely for some time now 
to achieve their total emancipation. It is in this regard 
that they have continued their revolutionary transforma- 
tion task at the political, economic, social, and cultural 
levels. We are convinced that you will succeed in being 
faithful and devoted interpreters of our realities. You 
will present and support this heroic struggle of a people 
who are determined to overcome misery and ignorance 
by first of all restoring the truth despite the obnoxious 
slanders of some of the press. 


Your excellencies, | can assure you that you will always 
find with our people and their political leadership, the 
Popular Front, the support and the readiness necessary 
to pursue your noble and delicate mission of promoting 
understanding and union among peoples. We will always 
remember it. The Popular Front and the revolutionary 
government will work to strengthen the friendly bonds of 


cor ’n with all states based on mutual interest and 
re national sovereignty, for a world of peace and 
hay Multilateral coopeation, which is beneficial 


for us, must be intensified since it can help resolve finally 
crucial problems such as development, disarmament, 
peace, security, and technological and scientific progress. 
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Your excellencies, a new year has just begun [words 
indistinct] with no certain solutions, however. hope is 
allowed. Mankind went through the two world wars. 
overcame serious scourges. and solved colonization 
problems. All this proves that hope is always permitted 
when the nations and the peoples are mobilized and fight 
for ideals of freedom, justice, and democracy. 


The critical review of the past 4 years enabled us at the 
beginning of this year to draw significant lessons from 
Our errors and set new objectives in order to better 
continue to do our share of the task for peace and 
fraternity among peoples. [passage omitted] 


To each of you. your excellencies, to your respective 
peoples and their leaders, to your families who support 
you everyday in your delicate mission, on behalf of the 
great Burkinabe people and of the Popular Front, I wish 
you the best. May 1988 bring new victories in the efforts 
for understanding and cooperation among the peoples in 
the world! [end recording] [passage omitted] 


CDR Official Returns From Togo, Comments on Ties 
AB151440 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 15 Jan 88 


[Text] Captain Arsene Bognessan Ye, national general 
secretary of the CDR’S [Committees for the Defense of 
the Revolution], returned to Ouagadougou last night 
from Lome where he led a large Burkinabe delegation to 
the festivities marking the 21st anniversary of General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema’s coming to power. The visit was 
aimed at strengthening bilateral relations and it also 
indicates our desire to open up to others, according to 
Captain Ye. Let us listen to him interviewed by Gilbert 
Kabore. 


[Begin recording] [Ye] Yes. at their invitation I went to 
Lome with a government delegation to participate in the 
festivities marking Togo’s national day. As you know, 
Togo’s national day falls on 13 January. We delivered a 
message of fraternity and peace from the comrade chair- 
man of the Popular Front, Captain Blaise Compaore, to 
his Togolese counterpart. We delivered a message of 
fraternity and peace because you know that since the 
Popular Front came to power, we have insisted on 
maintaining a policy of good neighborliness with our 
neigbors. The message therefore falls in line with this 
policy. 


{[Kabore] Did your visit give you the opportunity to meet 
others? 


[Ye] Yes, I had the honor of being received by President 
Eyadema with whom I reviewed areas where there ould 
possibly be cooperation between Togo and Burkina 
Faso. | must add that | also held talks with some 
Togolese officials including the leader of the Togolese 
Women's Association. We discussed possible coopera- 
tion between her association and the Burkinabe 
Women’s Union. 
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I must take this opportunity to express my gratitude to 
the Togolese authorities for the very warm reception 
accorded us during our visit as well as for the frankness 
that characterized all our discussions. This is the very 
opposite of relations in the recent past which were, as 
you know, very strained due to certain events. That era is 
over and a new page has been turned for fruitful relations 
and I am very optimistic. [end recording] 


Togolese Justice Minister Meets Compacre 
AB192137 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 19 Jan 88 


[Text] The Togolese minister of justice, Mr Lacle, who is 
on a mission to Ouagadougou, was received this after- 
noon by the Popular Front chairman and head of state, 
Captain Blaise Compaore. After a 2-hour meeting, the 
Togolese minister told reporters that the meeting was in 
line with the policy of good neighborliness. 


[Begin recording] This meeting is in line with the policy 
of good neighborliness between Burkina Faso and Togo 
and with the sincere friendship between the presidents of 
Togo and Burkina Faso [words indistinct]. One may 
recall that | led a joint Beninese-Togolese delegation to 
Burkina soon after the 15 October events to assure the 
new Burkinabe authorities of Togo’s readiness to pursue 
the policy of brotherliness, solidarity, and mutual aid 
with Burkina Faso, because, as you are aware, the 
Burkinabe and Togolese people are brothers, both his- 
torically and geographically. It is in line with the policy 
of exchange of information and cooperation that the 
president of Togo sent us this time to meet the president 
of Burkina Faso to renew our friendship and especially 
to thank him for Burkina Faso’s participation in our 
national day celebration on 13 January at which a large 
Burkinabe delegation was present. [passage omitted] 
[end recording} 


Compaore Leaves for Visit to Ghana 20 Jan 
AB201550 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Burkina Faso’s leader, Captain P!aise Compaore, 
has gone off to Ghana for a summit meeting with Flight 
Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, hard on the heels of talks 
between the two countries’ foreign ministers. Relations 
with Ghana have been particularly icy. Rawlings was a 
close friend and ally of Captain Thomas Sankara, who 
was assassinated in the October coup that brought Com- 
paore to power. From Ouagadougou, Joan Baxter cabled 
this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Capt Compaore left 
Ouagadougou just after | o'clock this afternoon for a 
hasty trip to neighboring Ghana. Officials here are being 
very tight-lipped about the visit, giving no details on who 
is in the Burkinabe delegation, for what they call reasons 


FBIS-AFR-88-013 
21 January 1988 


of security. State protocol called members of the govern- 
ment and diplomatic missions to come out to the airport 
to see the president off but the foreign press were asked 
not to publish the story. Furthermore, the official media 
referred only briefly to the meeting between the two 
heads of state as one of friendship and work. 


A presidential press spokesman confirmed that the Burk- 
inabe delegation, led by the president, will be returning 
this evening. It aroused the speculation here that few of 
the many unresolved differences between the two coun- 
tries will make it onto the discussion table today. This 
visit foliows a brief visit to Accra last week by the 
Burkinabe minister of foreign relations, Jean Marc Palm. 
Compaore himself was supposed to have visited Ghana 
on December the 24th, a trip which would have been his 
first excursion abroad since he took power in a coup 
detat last October, but sources here say the trip did not 
come off because the Ghanaians would not agree to the 
number of Burkinabe delegates and insisted that the 
meeting take place in the Accra airport rather than in the 
city. According to a well-informed official, this led the 
Burkinabe delegation to call off the visit. [end recording] 


Returns; Comments on Talks 
AB202009 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] The head of state returned from Tamale a little 
over | hour ago. Yannick Laurent Mbayala, you asked 
him a few questions. The head of state began by assessing 
the outcome of his visit to Ghana. 


[Begin recording] [Compaore] You know very well that 
Ghana and Burkina have been developing their political 
relations since 4 August 1983, and our visit was aimed at 
strengthening these relations. So, at Tamale, we had to 
state the objectives of the Popular Front ard the rectifi- 
cation process. We also examined how we could 
strengthen relations between our two peoples and our 
two governments in order to more realize fully the 
potential of our two countries. 


[Mbayala] Well, in what areas do you think these rela- 
tions of cooperation need to be strengthened? 


[Compaore] We believe that Ghana and Burkina have 
already achieved some gains, and these gains simply 
need to be consolidated. These gains are in all fields— 
politics, economy, security. You are aware that | know 
President Rawlings very well, along with other officials 
like Comrade Tsikata, and | knew them before 4 August 
1983. So, it was an ordinary meeting. You are also aware 
that since 4 August 1983, I have made several visits to 
Ghana, and that | was even there last September. 


[Mbayala] We are aiso aware that there has been a high 
degree of military cooperation, at least since August 
1983, with the establishment of the joint military 
maneuvers. Did you discuss this issue with your Ghana- 
ian counterpart? 
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{Compaore] You know that we did not have enough time 
to discuss all the issues. We simply cleared the way for 
further meetings that will enable us to better define the 
priorities of our cooperation. [end socording] 


Radio on Compaore, Rawlings Talks 
AB201947 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Captain Blaise Compaore. chairman of the Pop- 
ular Front and head of state. and his Ghanaian counter- 
part, Captain Jerry Rawlings. this afternoon in Tamale. 
the chief town of Northern Province in Ghana, held talks 
for more than 3 hours. What lesson can one learn from 
this brief visit of President Compaore to Ghana. Yan- 
nick Laurent Mbayala, you were our special correspon- 
dent in Tamale. Give us your account. 


[Mbayala] Yes, it was a brief visit, but very useful for the 
consolidation of relations between the two countries and 
the two revolutions. Blaise Compaore was meeting his 
Ghanaian counterpart for the first time since the launch- 
ing of the rectification process. The purpose of this 
afternoon's visit was not to once again explain the 
reasons behind the 15 October 1987 events, but more 
precisely to pave the way, as President Compaore said 
later, to further strengthen these ties, because the two 
countries are as one in recognizing the need to pursue the 
consolidation of our two revolutions. 


Undoubtedly, all problems were not discussed, but the 
political importance of the presidential visit 1s, in itself, 
a message of rapprochement. It was also a message of 
rapprochement for our popular organs, which exchanged 
views with their Ghanaian counterparts. There was 
nothing spectacular about the welcome, which was very 
simple, in the manner of revolutionaries who, despite 
their differences, must acknowledge the need for solidar- 
ity among progressive states. 


Former Sankara Ministers Reportedly Tortured 
AB151708 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1618 GMT 15 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There are fresh claims that detained former min- 
isters in the late Captain Thomas Sankara’s government 
in Burkina Faso are being maltreated. In particular, a 
former French Socialist senator, Cecile Goddet, who was 
a friend of Sankara, says the two ministers, Basile 
Guissou, who was foreign minister. and Higher Educa- 
tion Minister Valet Some, have been tortured since they 
were picked up after Captain Compaore came to power 
following the assassination of Sankara in October. She 
says the condition of the former ministers 1s deteriorat- 
ing. Janet Anderson has been in touch with Madame 
Goddet. Here is a report: 
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{Begin recording] Madame Goddet told me that Basile 
Guissou and Valet Some had been beaten with sticks. 
She claimed that some nights freezing water was poured 
onto them, and they were forced to sleep in wet clothes. 
The Freach formcr senator has called for a far-ranging 
inquiry into the allegations. She claims that |7 prisoners 
are being held at the gendarmerie in the capital Ouaga- 
dougou, and nearly 40 have been detained altogether. 
She said the only people allowed to visit the prisoners 
were their wives. Madame Goddet has noi spoken to 
them directly, but the former senator says information 
has been passed by word of mouth about prison condi- 
tions through the families of the prison guards. Madame 
Goddet claims that many people have heard about the 
torture. She has known Basile Guissou and many of the 
detainees for a number of years. She says that the former 
foreign minister has a long history of bad health and is 
deterior-ting rapizly. She claims that one of the prison- 
ers will have to be hospitalized. His name ts Ferdinand 
Diallo, and she saw him 6 weeks ago in Paris when he 
was in very good health. [end recording] 


The Gambia 


Foreign Minister Leaves on East Asian Tour 
ABI161759 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 15 Jan &8 


[Text] The Gambian minister of foreign affairs, Umar 
Sey. wil: leave Banjul tomorrow for a tour of Asian 
countries that will take him to Thailand. Indonesia, 
Brunei, and Singapore. The Gambian foreign minister is 
expected to discuss with his hosts the possibility of 
enhancing cooperation im the economic and technical 
fields. 


Ghana 


6 Aliens Sentenced to Die for Economic ‘Sabotage’ 
AB201882 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 
GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] Six foreign nationals were today sentenced to 
death by firing squad by the National Public Tribunal in 
Accra for fraudulently transferring over $4 million 
between 1982 and 1984 to Burkina Faso and Mali 
through the Bank of Ghana. The charge said their action 
was intended to sabotage the economy of Ghana. They 
are Ibrahim Maliki and Ibrahim Saya, both Niger 
nationals; Sory Tapo. Muhammadu Dicko, and Alhaji 
Suleymana Kasum, all Malians: and Alhaji Musa, a 
Burkinabe. Alhaji Musa and Alhaji Suleymana Kasum 
were sentenced to death in absentia. 


Three otners—Anyetei Kojo Patterson, Jonathan Park- 
er-Allotey, both customs officials; and William Cole- 
man-Sagoe, a veterinary officer—were each jailed 5 
years and fined 600.000 cedis each or. in default, 20 
years imprisonment for abetment of crime. William 
Timothy Abban. who is also a customs official, was. 
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however, acquitted and discharged for lack of evidence. 
Twenty-nine others. who were charged with them, but 
were tried in absentia. were each given 25 years impris- 
onment. 


According to the prosecution. between 1982 and 1984 
the accused foreign nationals forged imports documents 
and had them certified by the veterinary officer and the 
customs officials. They then managed to influence the 
Bank of Ghana to transfer over $4 million in respect of 
cattle which were imported into the country between 
1969 and 1972 for which payment had already been 
effected. By these means Sory Tapo was able to transfer 
about $1,640,000 to Mali: Muhammadu Dicko $260,626 
to Mali. Ibrahim Saya transferred $691,234 to Burkina 
Faso. Alhaji Musa also transferred $1 10.374, and Alhaji 
Suleymana Kasum made away with $112.450. The 
accused persons again attempted to illegally transfer 
$783,282 in 1985, but their ma!practices were exposed 
and they were arrested. 


30 Years of Diplomatic Ties With USSR Celebrated 
AB171715 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 17 Jan 88 


[From the Newsreel program] 


[Excerpt] The Ghana-Soviet Friendship Society has 
organized a symposium and an exhibition in Accra to 
commemorate 30 years of diplomatic relations between 
Ghanz and the Soviet Union. Walter Djokoto was at the 
function and reports: 


[Begin recording] The Soviet Union was one of the first 
countries to recognize Ghana 2s a sovereign state and to 
establish diplomatic relations with her immediately after 
independence. Since then, there has been cooperation 
between the two countries in .he economic, cultural, and 
political fields. The Tema Technica! Institute, the Kwa- 
benya Atomic Energy Project. the abandoned Tarkwa 
gold refinery, are but a few of the projects that the Soviet 
Union has assisted Ghana to undertake. The training of 
Ghanaians in various disciplines of the arts, sciences, 
and other professions to strengthen the country’s man- 
power potential is another area of cooperation between 
[words indistinct]. The exhibition displayed pictures of 
Dr Nkrumah’s visit to the Soviet Union, places of tourist 
attraction in Ghana, the preparatory meeting to establish 
Ghana's [words indistinct], and other pictures of mutual 
interest to the two countries. 


In a speech read for him before the opening of the 
exhibition, the secretary for information, Mr Totobi 
Quakyi, said Ghana and the Soviet Union have over the 
past 30 years. worked hand in hand towards interna- 
tional peace and security. His speech was read by his 
operational assistant. Mr Abaka Quansha. [end record- 
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[Begin Quansha recording] What we have achieved thus 
far points to high levels of cooperation in the years 
ahead. In the field of economics, the two countries are 
currently restructuring their economies. The point of 
harmony between our economic recovery program and 
the perestroyka program in the Soviet Union should 
launch us onto a new era of economic cooperation. It is 
only bilateral cooperation of this nature that can guar- 
antee our two peoples the real benefits of our toil and 
work. It 1s my fervent hope that Ghana's economic 
recovery will move al a pace good enough to enable us to 
rehabilitate all the viable Soviet projects which were 
abandoned in 1966. It 1s also my hope that Ghana and 
the USSR will continue to cooperate in the ongoing 
Struggles against imperiaism, neocolonialism, Z:onism. 
racism, and apartheid and work assidiously towards the 
call for international peace and security, the territorial 
integrity of the countries of the world, and the genuine 
independence of the Third World. [end recording] 


[Begin Djokoto recording] The undersecretary for for- 
eign affairs, Dr Mohamed ibn Chambass, whose speech 
was also read for him, praised the longstanding relation- 
ship between the two countries and called for unity of 
purpose to strengthen it. He expressed appreciation at 
the scope of cooperation between Ghana and the Soviet 
Unson in the cultural field and urged the Soviet Union to 
extend it to other sectors. [passage omitted] [end record- 


ing] 

Ugandan Delegation Arrives To Study Civil Service 
AB170824 Accra Domestic Service in Enelish 

0700 GMT 17 Jan 88 


[Text] A four-member Ugandan delegation led by the 
minister of public service and cabinet affairs, Mr David 
Kibirango, has arrived in Accra for a week's visit to 
study the administration of the country’s civil service. 
Speaking to newsmen on arrival, Mr Kibirango said he 
will study certain aspects of the functions and (?work) of 
the country’s civil service that can help rebuild the 
Ugandan Civil Service. He noted that Ghana. with her 
tremendous experience in this field, can offer the neces- 
Sary assistance to Uganda. 


Mr Kibirango said Ghana and Uganda are both on a 
revolutionary course to uplift the image of their societies 
and such collaboration should help strengthen the cor- 
dial ties existing between them. The minister said the 
delegation has already been to Ethiopia. where it held 
discussions with officials of the Economic Commission 
for Africa on the same subject. 


Finance , Delivers Budget Statement 
4B161119 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 16 Jan 88 


[1988 budget statement by Secretary of Finance and 
Economic Planning Dr Kwesi Botchway in Accra on 16 
January—live or recorded] 


[Text] Good morning fellow countrymen. Since we 
Started the recovery program in 1983. the nation had 
made considerable progress towards internal economic 
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growth. and a stronger foreign exchange position. Over 
the period 1984-86. our national output grew in real 
terms by an average of more than six percent a year, 
compared to an average »f less than one percent for 
African countries south of the Sahara. and 3.3 percent 
for the developed countries over the same period. In 
order to sustain the progress made in the first phase of 
the program. the 1987 budget was formulated as a first 
installment of a 3-year program aimed, among other 
things, at further improving incenti’ es for eff:cient pro- 
duction for export and substitutes for imports: increas- 
ing investments for the rehabilitation of our indusines, 
ports. roads. railways, hospitals. and clinics: collecting 
more revenues, controlling expenditures. cutting down 
waste; restructuring state-owned enterprises to enhance 
their contribution to nationa! development. and improv- 
ing Our Capacity to implement and monitor programs 
and policies 


While the 1987 budgetary and cconomic targets were 
broadly achieved, the year 1987 saw a number of unfor- 
tunate developments of internal and external ong 
which affected the vear’s performance .1d have also 
("led to) implications for prices and incomes for 1988. 
Thanks to a more reflective mobilization of external 
resources. we were able to build up foreign exchange 
reserves and. at the same time. bring in imports valued at 
$787.3 million. However. although the industrial sector 
especially benefited from this high import level. and that 
recorded a high rate of growth. late and inadequate rains 
in the first half of the year severely affected agriculture, 
especially food and cocoa. As a result mainiy of the late 
and short rains. food prices rose sharply and exerted 
pressure on the rate of inflation. which 1s now estimated 
at about 35 percent for 1987. insteaa of the programmed 
25 percent 


At the international level. and more importantly by 
reason of its implications, especially for 1988. the efferts 
of the short rains on cocoa output is a loss of about 
35,000 metric tons. This drop in cocoa output, coupled 
with perhaps the worst collapse in cocoa prices since the 
1930's in terms of how much import a ton of cocoa can 
actually buy. means that we will be losing between $70 to 
$90 million on cocoa exports carnings alone. Ghana, 1s, 
in the circumstances, cooperating closely with Cote 
d'Ivorie, currentiy the world’s leading cocoa producer, in 
formulating policy initiatives that will enable producers 
of cocoa to act decisively in reversing the downward 
trend in cocoa prices. We will also be consulting closely 
with Nigeria. whose support for ECOWAS in the past 
has been examplary. to develop imtatives that will 
strengthen our subregional efforts at rationalizing the 
development of the subregion’s petrochemical industry. 


In the meantime, the significance of this sharp drop in 
cocoa prices 1s that we will have to harness and manage. 
in 1988. our national resources. even more prudently 
than we have done over the past few years, in order to 
avoid ‘tipping back into decline ard also to safeguard 
1989. which on present projections should be a less 
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difficult year. in part because our debt repayment obli- 
gations will be sustantially less and the outlook for 
exports better. Specifically. we will have to be extremely 
cautious and circumspect in formulating a wage and 
incomes policy, including taxation policy and pricing 
policy. especially for petroleum products. 


In the area uf pricing of petroleum products, the govern- 
ment has been mindful in determining the prices of 
products, of the need to examine the impact on the cost 
of living, as well as to conserve foreign exchange, espe- 
cially in a year like this when foreign exchange earnings 
from our major export commodity— cocoa—have suf- 
fered such a sharp decline. In this regard, the smuggling 
out of the country of petroleum products must be a 
matter of concern to all of us. This smuggling takes place 
because these products are sold in Ghana at prices below 
those in the our neighboring countries, including those 
that the have large oil reserves, like Nigeria and Ivory 
Coast. In setting petroleum prices at such levels, govern- 
ment has been cognizant of the fact of differences in 
earning and modes of transportation between us and our 
neighbors. For example. bicycles and scooters are more 
widely used all over West Africa than in Ghana. At the 
same time, due to the economic reverses Ghana suffered 
in the seventies and early eighties, the levels of remuner- 
ation are lower than for comparable occupations in 
neighboring countries. But while these considerations 
must [words indistinct] price determination in Ghana, 
there is nonetheless the problem of ensuring that, 
through smuggling. we do not subsidize our neighbors. 


In this regard. we must all commend the initiatives 
shown by the CDR’S [Committee for the Defense of the 
Revolution] and other pairiotic organizations, especially 
in our border areas to check the incidence of such losses 
to our national economy. 


It is pertinent to note that for 1988, we will need about 
U.S. $200 million to import and refine crude oil. This 
represents, by way of comparison, almost 50 percent of 
the U.S. $429 million we expect to earn in foreign 
exchange from cocoa beans and product exports. For all 
these reasons, we must continue to take measures to 
ensure high efficiency in the use of petroleum products 
and increase measures to eliminate smuggling. 


Incomes policy: The government has attached high pri- 
ority to the control of inflation from the very beginning 
of the economic recovery program [ERP]. One impor- 
tant reason for this is the effect of inflation on the 
distribution of income and the standard of living of our 
people. Typically. attempts to improve the standard of 
living by any group in the population take the form of a 
higher claim for money income. The translation of 
higher money income into higher standards of living. 
however, depends critically on price development in the 
market place. Unless a clear framework is evolved to 
provide meaningful guidelines to the claims of different 
income groups in the society. a situation can develop— 
indeed did develop in the past—in whicit increases in 


WEST AFRICA 


money income given, say. 0 wage earners may fail to 
lead to corresponding increases in the well-being of the 
very workers. At the same time, Our Own experiences, as 
well as that of others. shows clearly that the institution of 
price control can hardly be relied upon to guarantee the 
prices for goods and services thal consumers actually 
pay. It is therefore the policy of the government that 
barring adverse developments outside our controi ike 
drought, or sharp declines in prices of our major export 
commodities, er sharp increases in the prices of our 
critical imports like oil, allowable increases in money 
claims should not lead to increased inflation. Such 
mecreases should be based on increased productivity. 
There is no other way. In other words, the ability io pay 
principle should. and especially this year. be adhered to 
ir. the private, parastatal, and government sectors. 


Meanwhile, in recognition of the fact that labor remu- 
neration is in need of significant improvements, the 
government will continue to use its tax and other mea- 
sures to redistribute national income in favor of the truly 
productive sector of labor. There are naturally limits to 
the extent to which such redistribution can go without 
becoming counterproductive. Thus, efforts at ensuring a 
fair share of the national income for workers must be 
(enforced) by the even more important need to ensure 
continued viability of enterprises, in order to safeguard 
our employment objectives. For surely, if enterprises are 
forced to implen: at levels of wages. salaries, allowances, 
and terminal bene:its that jeopardize profitability and 
investment, and this in a year in which imports are 
constrained by weak prices of our major exports, then we 
must expect that these enterprises would, sooner or later, 
collapse and that throws the workers out of employment. 
The 1988 budget is designed to further the medium-term 
objectives set out in the 1987 budget. Current revenues 
are estimated at 139.8 billion cedis, while expenditures 
are estimated at | 36.2 billion cedis, :mplying an increase 
of 28 and 26 percents over last year’s levels. 


In 1983, the PNDC launched an ambitious program of 
economic recovery that sought to reverse a long period of 
economic decline. In its first phase, the ERP tackled the 
major macroeconomic imbalances in the economy and 
sought to provide an improved incentives framework for 
increased production. For this first phase of the ERP, the 
government ensured that development expenditures 
increased in real terms each year. This has been done in 
the concept of selective investment in key sectors of the 
economy as far as our scarce resources would allow. For 
the past 4 years. we have concentrated on the rehabili- 
tation of our precious national assets, particularly the 
road and telecommunications systems. 


In the second phase of the ERP which we launched last 
year, the PNDC committed itself to a restructuring of the 
institutional framework of the economy and a renewed 
effort at improving investments in the social sectors, 
especially health and education. 
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For 1988, as we renew this commitment, we recognize 
the continuing problem of the poor living conditions of 
the majority of our people. The dismal living conditions 
of the rural and urban (?folk) are the product to be sure 
of our underdevelopment, aggravated by the economic 
decline of the [words indistinct] as well as a short-run 
consequence of the ERP itself. We propose, in 1988, to 
implement a special program of action to mitigate the 
social cost of adjustment and development. In this 
regard, special initiatives have been formulated to 
address the problem of unemployment and the lack of 
housing and illiteracy. 


Employment generation: In 1987, government 
announced a program to redeploy some unskilled 
employees of the civii service to more productive jobs in 
the private sector, through a retraining program aimed at 
imparting to affected employees artisanal skills which 
are currently scarce on the job market. Since the rede- 
ployment program would, in the short run, worsen the 
employment situation in the country, the government 
proposes to initiate new programs which will create 
40,000 new jobs in the next 2 years. These initiatives are: 


1. A program of public works, consisting of food for work 
projects in the north; a priority public work project: and 
a labor-intensive feeder rcads project. These three 
projects should create over 15,000 additional jobs. 


2. A credit scheme for small-scale farmers and enterpris- 
es, which seeks to encourage lending through the Bank of 
Ghana to small-scale enterprises, small-scale farmers, 
and the rural poor, will generate 10,000 additional jobs 
each year. 


3. A program of rehabilitation, improvement, and 
repairs of secondary schools will create about 4,000 jobs 
for both skilled and unskilled workers through the use of 
labor-intensive techniques. 


Housing: The economic deterioration that characterized 
the economy in the seventies led to the neglect of 
investments in many sectors. The availability of housing, 
particularly low income urban housing, did not keep 
pace with the growth of population and the rate of 
urbanization. In addition, in a period of declining 
income, the stock of existing housing units deteriorated 
as a result of inadequate expenditures for maintenance 
and rehabilitation on the part of both tenants and 
landlords. Consequently, we are currently experiencing a 
situation of poorly maintained houses, uncompleted 
buildings, and acute overcrowding, especially in urban 
areas. Rents are, as a result, exceedingly high. In 1988, 
the government intends to focus attention on housing 
development, to increase the number of housing units in 
the country, and to renew the quality of housing, includ- 
ing rehabilitation and refurbishment of government- 
owned houses. 
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Government has decided that to stimulate investment in 
estate development, it is necessary to provide some 
incentives to real estate developers. Accordingly, it has 
been decided that the corporate tax for real estate 
companies would be reduced from 55 percent to 45 
percent. Additionally, companies and persons who 
invest part of their profits in real estate will be allowed to 
offset up to 50 percent of such investments against the 
following year’s tax liability. Real estate developers will 
also be granted a 5-year tax holiday and any losses 
incurred during the tax holiday period can be carried 
forward for another 2 years. Purchasers of houses from 
real estate companies are also to be exempted from 
payment of stamp duty as [words indistinct] the case 
with purchasers of houses built by the State Housing 
Corporation and the Tema Development Corporation. 
Sale taxes on locally produced building materials have 
also been reduced from 20 percent to 10 percent. 


The steps taken by government in 1987 to assure the 
future of workers by converting the social security prov- 
ident fund into a pension scheme have received wide 
publicity over the past year. With the increase in the 
interest rate of SSNIT [Social Security and National 
Insurance Trust] fund from 6 percent to 16 and 1/2 half 
percent, the value of these social security funds has been 
substantially increased. In addition, government has 
already indicated in the national program for economic 
development that the regulations governing the trust 
would be amended, so as to enable the investment of a 
substantial portion of these funds in helping develop- 
ment. The trust is expected to invest these substantial 
resources to be provided by government in productive 
investments, in housing, to help secure the future of the 
people whose contributions have sustained the trust thus 
far. 


Government is confident that the new management of 
the trust will rise to these new challenges. We also expect 
the Trade Union Congress, which is represented on the 
board of the trust, to provide the necessary support for 
this new initiative of the trust and to cooperate fully in 
the realization of these benefits for ordinary workers. 
The central government will, for its part, begin the 
renovation of all government bungalows and barracks 
and complete ongoing public housing projects up to a 
total cost of 1.2 billion cedis. Government recognizes 
that the provision of infrastructural services, that is to 
Say water, sewerage lines, electricity, and roads, is nec- 
essary to facilitate the development of housing estates. In 
the next 3 years, the government therefore intends to 
spend over 2.6 billion cedis to provide these services, as 
well as to provide financial support to the state’s housing 
development institutions to complete various projects 
already initiated by them. 


In the health sector, the family health care program will 
be intensified—rather than expanded—with assistance 
from the Saudi Fund. Additionally, it has been decided 
that the military hospital and the two teaching hospitals 
and all regional hospitals will be rehabilitated at the cost 
of over 2 billion cedis. 
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In the area of transport and communications, in addition 
to the major emphasis that we are putting on the social 
sectors, the 1988 budget will also see a renewed emphasis 
On investment in this sector. Significant progress was 
recorded in rehabilitation and improvement of the trans- 
portation and communication sectors during 1987, espe- 
cially in the Ghana Railway Corporation, in the ports, 
and in post and telecommunictions. The first railway 
rehabilitation project was concluded at end of 1987. 
Nearly 10 billion cedis was spent on this project— 
U.S.$46 million in foreign currency, and 1.9 billion cedis 
in local currency. This involved the rehabilitation of 
track, signaling, and telecommunications facilities on the 
western line of the railway, rehabilitation of locomotives 
and wagons, [word indistinct] of the repair workshops of 
the railway training school. As a result of this project, 
derailments on the western line have been reduced 
substantially from the peak level of about 38 in 1984. 
The total defunct signaling and telecommuniction sys- 
tem on the western line has also been replaced by an 
economical and more modern system which has made 
train operations safer, faster, and more efficient. Indeed, 
with the acquisition of 130 new coaches during the year, 
for the first time perhaps in our post independence 
history, the railway corporation has restored its patron- 
ized and punctual scheduled passenger services between 
Takoradi and Kumasi. 


In road transportation, the easier access to foreign 
exchange through the auction system, coupled with some 
Streamlining of the procedure for importation, made it 
possible for substantial quantities of tires, batteries, and 
other inputs, and has increased the number of service- 
able vehicles on the roads. This year, we intend to 
improve the tire situation even further. The gevernment 
provided a major boost also to the public transport 
system during the year by importing 100 new Man- 
Neoplan buses assembled in Ghana to augment the fleet 
of Omnibus Services Authority [OSA]. This cost roughly 
U.S. $14 million or about 2.5 billion cedis. The rampant 
stealing and inefficiency in OSA and the City Express [an 
inter-town transport company] would be rooted out by 
drastic and resolute action by the government to ensure 
that the benefits of this major investment are not lost. 


The $73 million port rehabilitation project being under- 
taken with the assistance from the World Bank was also 
Started during 1987. Contracts were awarded for reha- 
bilitation of harbor berths, the quay areas, the sheds, and 
for all civil works at the Tema and Takoradi ports. The 
contractors have actually started work. 


The Posts and Telecommunications Corporation also 
successfully implemented three major projects in 1987. 
It first extended the microwave radio link from Accra to 
Bolgatanga, through Paga, and then to Ouagadougou. 
Secondly, it successfully mounted a pilot project to 
connect the rural centers into the microwave radio 
network, by connecting Hohoe also into the system. This 
program to connect the rural areas tu the national 
network will be continued during 1988, and indeed, 
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intensified. Thirdly, the corporation introduced a fast, 
innovative, courier-type postal service which guarnateed 
48-hour delivery service to destinations like London and 
Dusseldorf. 


The main event of the 1988 program for the taxation 
sector would be the initiation of the transport rehabili- 
tation project concluded with the World Bank in 1987. 
Highlights of this very important project include reha- 
bilitation of the eastern and central lines of the Ghana 
Railways, with continuation of the general improvement 
work in the railway, estimated to cost $41.8 million, or 
roughly 7.4 billion cedis, and rehabilitation of major 
road sections, including the Kumasi-Paga Road, as well 
as the rehabilitation of some key brdiges, at a total 
estimated cost of $140.3 million, or 24.7 billion cedis. 
The transport rehabilitation project also includes a lot of 
important components: 


1. The provision of vital resources and equipment, 
estimated at $1.1 million, to the vehicle inspection and 
testing centers, the Ghana Highway Authority, the 
Motor Traffic Unit of the Ghana Police Force, and the 
National Road Safety Committee, to improve and pro- 
mote safety on our roads. 


2. Training of some 2,700 drivers, mechanics, and trans- 
port managers from the state organizations, and from 
wayside fitting workshops, and private transport organi- 
zations, at a total cost of $1.7 millcon. 


3. A program to (?on-lend), through the Social Security 
Bank, a total of $2.7 million to private operators of small 
garages, workshops, machine shops, and the private 
transport organizations for the purposes of renewing 
their tools; mounting a spare parts reclamation pilot 
project; starting the manufacture of small farm vehicles 
and cycle trailers intended to alleviate the hardships of 
rural farm workers, especially our tireless and much 
abused women in the rurual areas; and also for establish- 
ment of a multi-model freight terminal in Kumasi. Apart 
from the transport rehabilitation project, major rehabil- 
itation and development work in civil aviation will start 
during this year. The Kotoka International Airport run- 
way, navigational aids, power supply, and other safety 
facilities are to be fully rehabilitated with assistance 
from the French funding agency, Caisse Centrale. Also, a 
new cargo terminal will be built at Kotota to ease 
congestion at the aiport. Management assistance for this 
project will be provided by the Ghana Civil Aviation 
Authority. 


Beyond this, a comprehensive air transport study, 
started in 1987, will be concluded by April 1988. This 
will provide the basis for a program to rehabilitate the 
airstrips at Wa, Bolgatanga, Faga, Yendi, Kete Krachi, 
Ho, and other parts of the country. This program will 
include also plans for the rehabilitation of the Kumasi, 
Suayani, Tamale, and Takoradi airports. 
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A third major program to be pursued in 1988 will be the 
finalization of a second telecommunictions project for 
Ghana, again with the World Bank. Installation of the 
main microwave radio network connecting the regional 
capitals of the country having been completed, the P & T 
Corporation will, under the second rehabilitation 
project, commence to rehabilitate or replace and expand 
the other vital links in the telecommunications chain, 
namely the switches and the outside plants or cable 
network connecting the various exchanges to the tele- 
phone subscribers. The estimated cost of this telecom- 
munictions project is $140 million, or about 26.6 billion 
cedis. At the end of this project, most of the rural areas 
would have been connected to the national network for 
both telephone and telex services. Also, the high inci- 
dence of telephone faults would have been greatly min- 
imized. 


Now revenues: In the area of revenues, policies pursued 
over the past 3 years have already contributed apprecia- 
bly to the resource mobilization efforts. A major reform 
of the tax system has also been initiated, starting with 
changes in the structure of personal income tax, to 
improve incentives, promote equity, and also strengthen 
the administration of company income tax. 


In the 1988 budget, emphasis has been placed on further 
improving tax management. In this regard, the reform of 
domestic taxes initiated last year and those envisaged in 
1988 are intended to transform sales tax into a major 
source of revenue through changes in the rate structure 
and a broadening of its base. Sales tax reform, together 
with the reform of import duties, will aim not only at 
rationalizing the pattern of effective protection to local 
industry, but also at separating the revenue raising and 
protective functions of taxes on international trade 
transactions. To begin with, the major areas of tax 
reform are the following: 


First: A new structure of personal income taxation with 
the view to increasing relief and reducing the levels of 
taxation. 


Second: The special tax incentives to real estate and 
housing sectors which I have already mentioned. 


Third: The changes in the mode of computation of taxes 
on competing imports to assure fair and adequate pro- 
tection to domestic producers. 


Next, the main features of the changes in personal 
income tax rates are the following: 


The standard personal relief for a single individual is to 
be raised from the 1987 level of 10,000 cedis to 24,000 
cedis per annum. That is to say, the first 24,000 cedis on 
workers’ income will be exempted from tax instead of 
the 10,000 cedis we had last year. 
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For married people, the personal relief is to be raised 
from the 1987 level of 15,000 cedis for an individual to 
36,000 cedis per annum. Also, the top marginal rate of 
55 percent will now apply to an income of 984,000 cedis 
per annum and above, instead of the 310,000 cedis per 
annum and above. 


Third [as heard]: The marginal rate for salaries above 
310,000 cedis per annum which used to be 55 percent in 
1987, has been reduced to 30 percent. 


Fourth: Deductions allowed parents with children in 
recognized educational institutions is to be raised from 
3,000 cedis to 5,000 cedis per annum, while old age relief 
granted to persons above 60, is also to be increased from 
15,000 cedis to 25,000 cedis per annum. 


Fifth: Deductions allowed a married woman with a 
dependent husband or an unmarried woman with depen- 
dent children is also to be increased from 2,500 cedis to 
4,000 cedis per annum. 


In the area of sales taxes it has been decided that sales tax 
rate for both imported items and the domestically pro- 
duced counterpart should be unified. Hitherto, imported 
items which were (liable) for payment of import sales 
tax were charged a sales tax of between 10 and 20 
percent, while similar domestically produced goods lia- 
ble to sales tax attracted sales tax at rates ranging from 
20 to 45 percent. This inequity discouraged local pro- 
ducers since the cost of finished product tended to be 
rather high. It has, therefore, been decided that sales tax 
rates for goods of a similar nature, whether imported or 
domestically produced, should now attract the same rate, 
hors tax [duty free], except for luxury goods of both 
domestic and foreign origins which will now attract a flat 
rate of 35 percent. Previously, sales tax on imported 
items was calculated on the cost, insurance, freight 
values of imports, whereas sales taxes on domestically 
produced goods were calculated on the cost of produc- 
tion, inclusive of duties paid on imported raw materials. 
It has, therefore, been decided that with effect from this 
year, sales tax on imports would be calculated on the 
cost, insurance, and freight, plus import duty chargeable 
on the value of imports. This charge is to ensure equity 
in the determination of sales tax on both imports and 
domestically produced goods since sales tax based on 
CIF [cost, insurance, freight] pius import duty inclusive 
is the new equivalent of the total cost of production 
which forms the basis for calculating domestic sales tax. 


And now the taxation of vehicle imports: 


It may be recalled that in order to ameliorate the 
consequences 0: increased prices of petroleum products 
on the cost of living, with the exception of cars with 
engine capacity above 1,800 cc, all import duties and 
taxes on vehicles were abolished in last year’s budget. 
Regrettably, this incentive for importers to bring in small 
cars and commercial vehicles like trucks and buses has 
led to some abuse. This is to be seen especially in terms 
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of the number of large cars that have been brought into 
the country for private use. Government has, therefore. 
decided that cars in the 1,600 cc to 1.800 cc range should 
no longer be exempt from tax. Duty and purchase tax on 
vehicles will now be as follows: All commercial vehicles 
will continue to be impuoited free of any taxes. Secondly: 
All saloon cais up to 1,600 cc will also continue to be 
imported free of any taxes. However, all four-wheel- 
drive cross country vehicles above 1600 cc will now 
attract import duty of 15 percent and purchase tax of 10 
percent. Saloon cars with petrol engine capacities of 
between 1,600 cc and 2,000 cc will now attract 15 
percent import duty and !0 percent sales tax. Saloon cars 
with diese! engines of between 1|,.800 and 2,200 cc will 
now attract 15 percent import duty and 10 percent sales 
tax. Finally, vehicle imports by ministries and other 
government departments and organizations are to be 
frozen with immediate effect. 
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Fellow countrymen, our country 1s blessed with abun- 
dant natural and human resources. Our natural wealth 
provides the material conditions that should make us a 
beacon of hope in a region beset with truly daunting 
problems of poverty, squalor, and disease. We have 
made a great many sacrifices over the past few years, 
sacrifices which, alas, were made necessary by the long 
neglect of the past. But these sacrifices have been worth- 
while, for they have been made in the supreme interest of 
our national development, sovereignty, and indepen- 
dence. This year, as we begin to discuss the framework of 
a new democracy, we will need to strengthen our resolve 
in the economic recovery effort in order to ensure and 
secure the material foundations of our freedom as a 
nation. May the new year see us even more united in the 
quest for national prosperity. Thank you. 


